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My name is  Katie  LeLeux,
and I  am excited to serve as

LDAA’s  Vict im Services
Attorney.  

If  you have questions,
corrections,  or  any

suggestions please contact
LDAA Headquarters,  2525

Quail  Drive,  Baton Rouge,  LA
70808,  phone (225) 343-0171,

or  via  e-mail  at
katie. le leux@ldaa.org.

Upcoming Events:
LDAA FALL SEMINAR -
OCT.  14-16,  2025 AT
L’AUBERGE CASINO &
RESORT, LAKE
CHARLES,  LA -
REGISTER HERE!

LDAA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE -  JUNE
2026,  DATES TBD

As we step into fall ,  we are reminded of  the importance of  renewal
— not just  in nature,  but in our work as advocates.  Each of  you

carries the sacred responsibil ity of  supporting those impacted by
trauma and abuse.  Your compassion,  professionalism, and

resil ience do not go unnoticed.  Thank you for the healing presence
you bring to everyone you serve!

https://www.ciclt.net/sn/events/e_signup.aspx?ClientCode=ldaa&E_ID=501198&RegType=ATT


2025 Regular Session
Legislative Update

THE BUZZ -  LDAA

SEPTEMBER 2025

The 2025 Regular  Session convened on Apr i l  14,  2025,  and adjourned sine die on June 12,
2025.  Al though th is  past  session was a Fiscal  Session and the legis lators were l imi ted in  the
number of  b i l ls  they could f i le ,  i t  was nonetheless a robust  and content ious session for  the
legis lature.  Over  900 bi l ls  were f i led.  

LDAA Members f i led seven legis lat ive proposals  in  the 2025 Regular  Session.  Al l  seven
passed wi th l i t t le  opposi t ion and have been s igned into law.  The seven member proposals
are as fo l lows:

HB 14/ACT 343 -  Adds cruel ty  to  the inf i rm as a theory for  F i rst -  and Second-Degree murder.

HB 67/ACT 346 -Adds a def in i t ion/ theory to  second degree rape to enhance the degree of
rape where v ict ims are between 13-17 years of  age.  A compromise was added dur ing the
legis lat ive process to include an “age di f ference”  of  three years or  greater .

HB 146/ACT 246 -Corrects an error  in  the habi tual  of fender  law created by jur isprudence:  the
cleansing per iod for  v io lent /sex of fenses is  now 10 years for  a l l  pr ior  of fenses and instant
of fenses.  This  was the or ig inal  compromise reached in  the 2017 legis lat ion that  amended the
law and corrects issues created through the court ’s  interpretat ion of  that  change.

HB 260/ACT 169 -  The f inal  vers ion of  the bi l l  adds resist ing wi th force or  v io lence to fe lony
Second-Degree Murder  and adds a theory of  manslaughter  for  drug dealers who
substant ia l ly  contr ibute to  the death of  thei r  customers.

HB 292/ACT 76 -  Hung jur ies wi l l  now be pol led upon request  of  e i ther  party.  This  proposal
has been lauded as a s igni f icant  common-sense change to the Cr iminal  Code,  and i t
received bi -part isan support .

HB 492/ACT 200 -  Amends def in i t ions in  the animal  cruel ty  law and removes some
unintended loopholes re lated to st ray animals.

HB 681/ACT 303 -  This  b i l l  adds DAs,  ADAs,  DAIs,  and ret i red members as protected
persons to an informat ion protect ion statute.  This  statute empowers protected persons to
have thei r  personal  informat ion (addresses,  phone numbers,  etc.)  removed f rom publ icat ion,
establ ishes a r ight  of  act ion to remove such informat ion,  and cr iminal izes the wi l l fu l  refusal
to remove protected informat ion.  Statewide elected of f ic ia ls,  legis lators,  and members of  the
Publ ic  Serv ice Commission were added to th is  legis lat ion through a senate f loor  amendment.  
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SUPPORTED BILLS
LDAA worked wi th var ious cr iminal  just ice stakeholders,  the At torney General ,
and the Governor ’s  Off ice to  support  non-member proposals  in  “our  lane.”  That
coordinat ion a lso saw s igni f icant  successes:

HB 12/ACT 233 -  unlawful  hemp sales to  minors
HB 15/ACT 12 -  adds substances to R.S.  40:964
HB 23/ACT 46 -  s t reaml ines court  records being given to defendants
HB 35/ACT 124 -  h i t  and run wi th  ser ious in jury  penal ty  increase 
HB 38/ACT 125 -  in i t ia l  of fense report  record publ ic  records l imi tat ions
HB 49/ACT 128 -  Pardon and Parole Board v ict im conf ident ia l i ty  
HB 74/ACT 225 -  domest ic  v io lence vehic le t racking protect ions 
HB 79/ACT 52 -  f i rearm penal ty  enhancement  on plea deals  
HB 92/ACT 57 -  Renames the Acadiana Cr ime Lab for  the Honorable Mart in
Bof i l l  “Bo”  Duhe,  the late d ist r ic t  at torney for  the 16 Judic ia l  Dist r ic t
HB 111/ACT 142 -  prohib i ts  sex of fenders f rom l inger ing at  school  bus stops
HB 208/ACT 158 -  c lar i f ies good t ime inel ig ib i l i ty  for  sex of fenders and
habi tual  of fenders
HB 214/ACT 72 -  c lar i f ies the ro le of  drug court  in  probat ion revocat ions
HB 234/ACT 255 -  addresses and streaml ines bl ight  adjudicat ions
HB 363/ACT 186 -  s t rengthens f inancia l  explo i tat ion protect ions for  the
elder ly
HB 375/ACT 188 -  targets money mules in  f inancia l  cr imes 
HB 394/ACT 193 -  c lar i f ies t imel ines for  capi ta l  case execut ions 
HB 479/ACT 370 -  creates a path to  enhance v ict im not i f icat ion 
SB 78/ACT 102 -  common-sense except ions to  the drug paraphernal ia  statute 
SB 95/ACT 416 -  substant ia l  reform for  the e lectronic  moni tor ing industry  
SB 99/ACT 107 -  MAJOR STEP TO OUTLAWING CAMERA CITATIONS 
SB 154/ACT 41 -  adds Kratom to Schedule I  of  the CDS List  
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Our Annual VAC Seminar took place on September 11–12,
2025, at  the Baton Rouge Marriott  Hotel ,  drawing an
outstanding turnout of  dedicated coordinators from across
the state.  The seminar featured a l ineup of  engaging and
insightful  speakers who offered practical  tools,  shared
powerful  stories,  and inspired deeper commitment to
trauma-informed care.  Stay tuned for the 2026 VAC Annual
Seminar dates!  

VAC Certification
At the Annual Seminar,  Ms.  Danielle C.  Kitchen, Senior
Program Manager for the National  Advocate Credentialing
Program (NACP),  delivered an informative session on the
benefits  and process of  advocate credentialing.  She
emphasized the value of  professional  standards in victim
advocacy and encouraged offices interested in learning more
to reach out for a webinar.  Ms.  Kitchen is  available to provide
further guidance and support.

Contact Information:
Danielle C.  Kitchen

 Senior Program Manager
 National  Advocate Credentialing Program (NACP)

 ✉️  credential@thenacp.org
 🔗  www.thenacp.org



I want to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude
for the compassion, strength, and commitment each of
you has shown throughout the past twelve months.

Your work as Victim Assistance Coordinators is not easy
—it demands empathy, resilience, and a steadfast
dedication to justice and healing. You have served with
integrity and heart, offering a steady presence to those
who need it most. The impact of your efforts may not
always be visible, but it is deeply felt by those whose lives
you touch.

Thank you for your service, your professionalism, and
your unwavering support of victims and survivors. You
continue to set a powerful example of what it means to
lead with compassion and purpose.

A big THANK YOU to our 2024-2025
LDAA VAC BOARD
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THE OPINIONS, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS OR RECOMMENDATIONS EXPRESSED IN
THIS BOOK, MANUAL, FILM, VIDEO, PLAN, PUBLICATION, PROGRAM, AND/OR EXHIBITION
ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHOR(S) AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OR LCLE. THIS PROJECT WAS SUPPORTED BY SUBGRANT
NUMBER 2023-VA-01/02/03/04-7954 AWARDED BY THE LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON LAW

ENFORCEMENT THROUGH THE OFFICE OF VICTIMS OF CRIME, OFFICE OF JUSTICE
PROGRAMS.


