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[bookmark: _GoBack]While political views – especially surrounding our nation’s healthcare system – are as polarized and contentious as ever, it is refreshing to see that our nation’s Community Health Centers continue to receive overwhelming bipartisan support.  After all, why shouldn’t they?  Health centers are an American success story -- saving lives and stimulating local economies.
Here in Louisiana, 265 individual health center facilities serve over 426,000 patients annually.  What’s so special about these health centers?  No one is turned away – everyone who walks through the door is treated with the respect they deserve.  Everyone is welcome to receive care.  
Community Health Centers make it their mission to provide affordable primary care, dental, and behavioral health services to patients in some of our state’s most vulnerable and rural communities.  By placing special emphasis on the social determinants of health, health centers are uniquely qualified to address some of the underlying causes leading to poor health outcomes.
Nowhere is this more evident than in our community.  INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR HEALTH CENTER AND INCLUDE INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO YOUR COMMUNITY.
As we celebrate National Health Center Week (August 4-10), we use this opportunity to thank the men and women who work in our Community Health Center.  Let us celebrate the fact that Community Health Centers fulfill a promise that we can all agree on:  every member of our community deserves access to affordable, quality healthcare.
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