
BTR METROPOLITAN AIRPORT MASTER PLAN UPDATE
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR RUNWAY 31

As part of the BTR Metropolitan Airport 2016 Master Plan update, a study used to determine the long-term 
development plans for an airport, including existing conditions and future growth, capacity and facility requirements, 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) was conducted to analyze various safety and efficiency projects to provide a 
standard Runway Safety Area and Runway Protection Zone for Runway 31 at the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport 
(BTR). The EA was completed in April 2018. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reviewed the EA and issued a 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on June 13, 2018.
 
Following the FONSI, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) raised traffic flow 
and safety concerns regarding the road construction plans for Plank and Hooper/Harding Roads. To address these 
concerns, DOTD offered two refined alternatives designed to improve traffic flow and safety while remaining within 
the existing rights-of-way (ROW). The refined alternatives also include options that eliminate traffic lights in several 
locations.

As part of the road construction approval process, BTR is 
required to conduct a supplemental EA to examine any 
potential impacts proposed by these refined alternatives. 

The general boundaries of the supplemental EA project 
area are virtually the same as those examined in the 
original EA, which encompass key intersections at Plank 
and Hooper/Harding Roads. 

The main difference between the original EA and the 
Supplemental EA is the introduction of grade separation 
(bridges) at key intersections of existing Plank and 
Hooper/Harding roads and at the intersection of the new 
Plank Road ROW and Hooper Road. These bridges should 
not result in any significant impacts in the project area. 

To keep the community updated, a public information meeting will be held this fall and a public hearing will be held 
in early 2022 to present the draft supplemental EA for public review and comment. Details of these meetings will be 
forthcoming.

The supplemental EA projects 
anticipated include Landside Development 
and Improvement Projects:
• Property acquisition for roadway realignment 

• Realignment of Plank Road including 
 construction of a new roadway

• Construction of related Plank Road tie-in with 
 existing Hooper Road (with new alternatives 
 to improve both traffic flow and safety which 
 will require elevated sections at the 
 intersections of Plank Road and new Plank 
 Road at the Hooper/Harding intersections)

For more information, please visit www.flybtr.com or email to BTR_EA@Kutchins-Groh.com
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