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1. Introduction

1.1 Airport Overview

Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport (BTR) is owned and operated by the City of Baton Rouge
and Parish of East Baton Rouge. The Airport is located five miles north of Downtown Baton
Rouge in the northwest portion of East Baton Rouge Parish (see Exhibit 1.1, Airport Vicinity
Map). The Airport is easily accessed from Interstate 110 via Veterans Memorial Boulevard.
The overall area of the Airport property is approximately 1,250 acres, which includes
approximately 700 acres dedicated to aviation operations and uses, located on land owned
by the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport, including some parcels with runway access. The
Airport maintains three active runways, an extensive taxiway system with 14 taxiways, and
an airfield system comprised of associated aprons, hold pads and electronic and visual
navigational aids (see Exhibit 1.1: Airport Location).

1.2 Proposed Action

The Airport initiated a Master Plan Update in 2015, which was approved by the Metropolitan
Council of the City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge in December 2016. The
primary objective of the Master Plan Update was to develop a general guide for the orderly,
timely, and logical development of BTR so that it can continue to serve the aviation needs
and support the economic development of the Baton Rouge region for the next 20 years.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was initiated for the original project in 2017, and the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on
June 13, 2018, which approved various safety and efficiency projects to provide a standard
Runway Safety Area and Runway Protection Zone for Runway 31 at the Baton Rouge
Metropolitan Airport (Airport). The FONSI followed the EA, which was completed in April of
2018, and the finding was published on June 13, 2018.

Following the issuance of the FONSI in 2018, the Louisiana Department of Transportation
and Development (LADOTD) raised additional concerns related to traffic levels in the project
area. LADOTD identified several refined alternatives which provide added traffic safety and
a reduction of existing traffic impacts in the area. These alternatives include a series of grade
separations which eliminate traffic lights in several locations.

[1-1]
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After a comprehensive analysis of the approved action from the 2018 FONSI and the new
refined alternatives from LADOTD, the preferred alternative is the relocation of Plank Road
utilizing grade separations at Plank and Hooper Roads — east of the Airport. The
Supplemental EA Preferred Alternative is the elevation of Plank Road at Hooper Road and
elevation of Hooper Road at New Plank Road as depicted in Exhibit 1.2: Preferred
Alternative.

1.3 Document Organization

This Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) is organized into the following chapters:

Chapter 1: Introduction — This chapter provides an overview of the Airport, describes the
Proposed Action that is EA evaluates, and outlines the organization of the EA.

Chapter 2: Purpose and Need — This chapter identifies the problem being addressed (i.e.,
need) and describes what the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport is trying to achieve with the
Proposed Action (i.e., purpose).

Chapter 3: Alternatives — This chapter provides a description of the No Action Alternative
and identifies each of the alternatives that this EA considers or eliminates from detailed
analysis.

Chapter 4: Affected Environment — This chapter provides an overview of the existing
environmental conditions in the areas that the Proposed Action may affect. It also identifies
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions that may contribute to cumulative
impacts when considered in combination with the Proposed Action.

Chapter 5: Environmental Consequences — This chapter describes the potential
environmental effects that the Proposed Action and each reasonable alternative would have
on the affected environment. Pursuant to regulations and the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) guidance documents, this chapter also discusses cumulative effects. That
discussion focuses on the effects that the Proposed Action would have on environmental
resources, in combination with the effects of those resources from past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions. Where appropriate, this EA contains figures and
tables to clarify the analysis presented in this chapter.

Chapter 6: Agency Coordination and EA Distribution — This chapter describes the
coordination process associated with the development of the EA.

[1-2]
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Chapter 7: List of Preparers — This chapter identifies the individuals who prepared,
contributed to, and reviewed this EA.

Chapter 8: References — This chapter lists the references used in the development of this
EA.

Appendices — The appendices contain relevant material, analyses, or technical reports used
in preparing this EA.

[1-3]
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2. Purpose and Need

2.1 Introduction

The purpose of this Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) is to disclose the
potentially significant environmental, economic and social impacts resulting from the
implementation of the proposed Runway 13-31 Runway Safety Area (RSA) and Runway
Protection Zone (RPZ) Improvements for Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport (herein referred
to as ‘BTR’ or ‘Airport’) by new alternatives which would also address roadway traffic flow
and safety. The Purpose and Need of the proposed Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ
improvements remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis.

This Supplemental EA has been prepared in compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Environmental Handbook Order 5050.4B, National
Environmental Policy Act Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions, (April 28, 2006), FAA
Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures Order 1050.1F (July 16, 2015) and FAA
Airports 1050.1F Desk Reference (July 2015). The FAA serves as the lead federal agency
for this NEPA evaluation.

The objectives of this section are to define the purpose and need of the proposed action,
where ‘need’ is defined as the problem facing the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport and
‘purpose’ is defined as the solution to the problem. This section will also identify the federal
actions required and outline the timeframe in which the proposed actions discussed in this
Supplemental EA will take place. Concurrently, as a part of the NEPA process is being
coordinated with the US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, for Section
404/Section 10 of the Clean Water Act consultation.

2.2 Purpose of the Proposed Improvements

The purpose of the proposed Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements is twofold. First,
the project will increase compliance with FAA design standards. Second, the project will
replace existing physical infrastructure at or near the end of its useful life. This project will
improve airfield facilities and safety so that the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport may
continue to serve as a regionally competitive, origin-destination airport for passenger aircraft

[2-1]
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operations. The Purpose of the proposed Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements
remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis, to increase compliance with FAA design
standards and replace existing physical infrastructure at or near the end of its useful life.

2.3 Need for the Proposed Improvements

The proposed improvements at BTR are needed to provide additional capabilities to safely
and efficiently accommodate projected future levels of activity. The Runway 13-31 RSA and
RPZ improvements are needed to fully meet current FAA design standards, to provide the
maximum reasonable margin of safety for the runway environment, and to preserve the
Airport’s eligibility to receive federal funding assistance by complying with FAA design
standards and federal obligations. These obligations are described by the Federal Grant
Assurances which require airport operators to maintain their facilities in a safe and efficient
manner for public use. Since land was not available to improve the RSA to meet current FAA
standards, an Engineered Materials Arresting System (EMAS) was constructed on Runway
13-31. The EMAS is a bed of engineered materials built at the end of the runway to reduce
the risk of a runway excursion. If an aircraft overruns the runway, its tires will sink into the
lightweight EMAS material, and the plane will decelerate as it moves through the material.
Furthermore, the EMAS requires replacement approximately every ten to fifteen years
thereafter in order to comply with FAA safety standards. The current Emergency Materials
Arresting System (EMAS) is nearing the end of its useful life and will require a near term
replacement should these improvements not be made. The Need of the proposed Runway
13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis, to fully meet
current FAA design standards, to provide the maximum reasonable margin of safety for the
runway environment, and to preserve the Airport’s eligibility to receive federal funding
assistance by complying with FAA design standards and federal obligations.

2.4 Proposed Action

The purpose of the proposed Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements will increase
compliance with FAA design standards and will replace existing physical infrastructure at or
near the end of its useful life. The proposed Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements will
allow the Airport to establish a full standard RSA and remove all roadways from the RPZ.
This will require the relocation of Plank Road and will allow the elimination of the Engineered
Materials Arresting System (EMAS). The additional alternatives to meet the purpose and
need of the project and analyzed in this document also address roadway traffic and safety
concerns. These alternatives include a series of grade separations which eliminate traffic
lights in several locations.

[2-2]
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This project will improve airfield facilities and safety so that the Baton Rouge Metropolitan

Airport may continue to serve as a regionally competitive, origin-destination airport for
passenger aircraft operations.

[2-3]
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3. Alternatives

Section 1502.14 of the President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) describes alternatives as the
“heart” of the environmental impact evaluation process." The CEQ regulations require that
the federal decision-maker perform the following tasks:

e Rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives and, for
alternatives which were eliminated from detailed study, briefly discuss the reasons for
the elimination;

e Devote substantial treatment to each alternative considered in detail so that reviewers
may evaluate their comparative merits;

¢ Include reasonable alternatives not within the jurisdiction of the lead agency; and

e Include an analysis of the “no action” alternative

Following the CEQ regulations, this chapter of the Supplemental EA summarizes the
screening analysis conducted to identify a range of alternatives for this evaluation. The
summary of the alternatives screening analysis presents the following:

e An overview of the structure of the alternatives screening analysis;

e A list of alternatives considered, including the Proposed Action, and the No Action
Alternative;

e A concise explanation of why some of the initial alternatives considered have been
eliminated from further analysis; and

e Alist of laws, regulations, executive orders (EOs) and associated permits, licenses,
and/or review applicable to the alternatives under the screening analysis.

As discussed in Chapter 2, Purpose and Need, the purpose for the proposed improvements
at Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport is twofold. First, the project will increase compliance
with FAA design standards. Second, the project will replace existing physical infrastructure
at or near the end of its useful life. This project will improve airfield facilities and safety so
that the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport may continue to serve as a regionally competitive,
origin-destination airport for passenger aircraft operations. Based on concerns raised by
LADOTD related to roadway traffic and safety in the project area, three additional alternatives

'U.S. Code. 2007 President’s Council on Environmental Quality Regulations, 40 CFR Part 1500-1508, July 1, 2007

[3-1]
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have been identified to address roadway traffic and safety concerns. These alternatives
include a series of grade separations which eliminate traffic lights in several locations.

3.1 Alternatives Development

3.1.1 Alternatives for the Relocation of Plank Road

Alternatives included an alignment for Plank Road outside of the Runway Protection Zone
and improvements to Hooper Road from the existing Plank Road/Hooper Road intersection
to the new relocated Plank Road/Hooper Road intersection. Alignment studies for Plank
Road resulted in a selected alignment that minimized the length of relocation and right of way
impacts within the constraints of the required geometric design criteria. The proposed
alignment of Plank Road is common to all of the build alternatives. It is proposed as a 4-lane
divided roadway located outside of the RPZ and just east of the East Baton Rouge Parish
Sanitary Sewer Storage Facility. The alignment proceeds in a northwest direction passing
behind the Saintsville Church of God in Christ and then tying into existing Plank Road
adjacent to the All Star North Chevrolet Dealership driveway. All alternatives are consistent
with the 2018 EA for realignment of Plank Road outside the RSA and RPZ. The new
alternatives contemplate grade separation rather than conventional at-grade intersections
which were approved in the 2018 FONSI.

A summary of the alternatives for Plank Road relocation is presented in the following pages.
These alternatives are shown as Figures 3.1 through 3.3.

Alternative 1 (Plank Road Elevated at Hooper Road and New Plank Intersections)

Alternative 1 maintains the alignment of Plank Road outside of the RSA and RPZ but replaces
two conventional at-grade intersections with grade separations which provide added safety
and reduce traffic impacts in the project area. Alternative 1 elevates Plank Road at both the
Hooper Road and New Plank intersections. A traffic analysis was performed for existing
intersections in the study area for the existing condition. This analysis showed that the
signalized intersections of Plank Road at Harding Blvd./Hooper Rd. and Hooper Rd. at
Mickens Rd. both have multiple failing movements on multiple approaches in the PM peak
hour due to capacity constraints. This alternative would improve these failing traffic
movements for the study area.

Alternative 2 (Hooper Road Elevated at Plank & New Plank Intersections)

Alternative 2 maintains the alignment of Plank Road outside of the RSA and RPZ but replaces
two traditional intersections with grade separations which provide added safety and reduce
traffic impacts in the project area. Alternative 2 elevates Hooper Road at both the Plank
Road and New Plank intersections. A traffic analysis was performed for existing intersections

[3-2]
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in the study area for the existing condition. This analysis showed that the signalized
intersections of Plank Road at Harding Blvd./Hooper Rd. and Hooper Rd. at Mickens Rd.
both have multiple failing movements on multiple approaches in the PM peak hour due to
capacity constraints. This alternative would improve these failing traffic movements for the
study area.

Alternative 3 (Hooper Road Elevated at New Plank Intersection and Plank Road
Elevated at Hooper Road)

Alternative 3 (Hooper Road Elevated at New Plank and Plank Road Elevated at Hooper
Road) maintains the alignment of Plank Road outside of the RSA and RPZ but replaces two
traditional intersections with grade separations which provide added safety and reduce traffic
impacts in the project area. Alternative 3 elevates Hooper Road at the New Plank
intersection, and Plank Road is elevated at Hooper Road. A traffic analysis was performed
for existing intersections in the study area for the existing condition. This analysis showed
that the signalized intersections of Plank Road at Harding Blvd./Hooper Rd. and Hooper Rd.
at Mickens Rd. both have multiple failing movements on multiple approaches in the PM peak
hour due to capacity constraints. This alternative would improve these failing traffic
movements for the study area.

[3-3]
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3.2 Alternatives Screening

A total of three alternatives for the relocation of Plank Road (LA 67) were identified. All the
proposed alternatives satisfy the purpose and need of the project while also improving
roadway traffic flow and safety in the project study area.

The screening analysis was designed to determine the alternatives that would be considered
reasonable in terms of traffic operation and safety, traffic flow and accessibility, access to
existing businesses, and additional impacts for each environmental category beyond the
previously approved at grade signalized intersections which met the purpose and need of the
project.

A summary of the results of the screening process is shown in Table 3.1.
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Table 3.1: Level 2 Screening Results

ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3

Access Pass Pass Pass
Pass (provides
greatest
Traffic Flow and Accessibility Pass Pass accessibility)
Air Quality NA NA NA
Biological Resources NA NA NA
Climate NA NA NA
Coastal Resources NA NA NA
Department of Transportation Act,
Section 4(f) NA NA NA
Farmlands NA NA NA
Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and
Pollution Prevention Pass Pass Pass
Historical, Architectural, Archaeological,
and Cultural Resources NA NA NA
Land Use NA NA NA
Natural Resources and Energy Supply NA NA NA
5 residences

Noise and Compatible Land Use 6 residences 3 residences and 2 other
(Roadway Noise) and 2 other uses and 3 other uses uses
Socioeconomics, Environmental
Justice, And Children’s Environmental
Health and Safety Risks NA NA NA

Several

Residences
Visual Effects (Light Impacts) impacted No Impact No Impact
1.7 acres 1.7 acres 1.7 acres

Water Resources (wetland) (wetland) (wetland)
Past, Present, and Reasonably
Foreseeable Future Projects NA NA NA
Decision Pass Pass Preferred

Source: K&G Team Alternatives Screening Analysis, 2022
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3.3 Alternatives Being Analyzed in this EA

3.3.1 No Action Alternative

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) a no-action alternative must
be considered. This alternative would be to continue with the previously approved at grade
signalized intersections for the relocation of Plank Road identified in the 2018 FONSI. The
no-action alternative does not allow the airport to increase compliance with FAA design
standards. A traffic analysis was performed for existing intersections in the study area for
the existing condition. This analysis showed that the signalized intersections of Plank Road
at Hooper Rd. and Hooper Rd. at Mickens Rd. both have multiple failing movements on
multiple approaches in the PM peak hour due to capacity constraints. This alternative would
not improve any of these failing traffic movements for the study area.

3.3.2 Sponsor’s Preferred Alternative

Alternative 3 (Plank Road Elevated at Hooper Road and Hooper Road Elevated at New
Plank) is the alternative that meets the screening criteria and provides improved traffic flow
and safety at a greater level than the no-action alternative (previously approved at grade
signalized intersections for the relocation of Plank Road) while also minimizing light impacts
to residential units and providing for greatest access to existing businesses in the study area.

3.3.3 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated

As discussed above, three alternatives were considered for the relocation of Plank Road to
meet the requirements for the Runway 13-31 RSA and RPZ improvements while also
improving roadway traffic flow and safety in the project study area. All three build alternatives
were carried forward for more detailed analysis. This section provides an overview of the
selected alternatives.

Alternative 1 (Plank Road Elevated at Hooper Road and New Plank Intersections)

Alternative 1 meets the screening requirements, and provides improved operations and
safety over the no-action. However, this alternative was found to have visual effect impacts
(lighting impacts) for several residences in the area of New Plank Road. Therefore, it is not
recommended as the preferred alternative.

Alternative 2 (Hooper Road Elevated at Plank & New Plank Intersections)

Alternative 2 meets the screening requirements and provides improved operations and safety
over the no-action alternative. However, this alternative was found to have far greater access
impacts to existing businesses in the Hooper Road intersection with the existing Plank Road.
Therefore, it is not recommended as the preferred alternative.
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Affected Environment

This chapter describes the existing physical, natural, and human environment that the
Proposed Action may affect, as required by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Orders
1050.1F and 5050.4B. The physical environment refers to the geographic overview, air
quality and climate, water resources, floodplains, and soils. The natural environment refers
to biotic communities, threatened and endangered species, and wetlands. The human
environment refers to land use and local governments, Section 4(f) properties, historical and
archaeological resources, noise, and socioeconomics. This information establishes a
baseline for use in determining the potential effects of the Proposed Action and No Action
Alternative.

For the Supplemental EA, this chapter focuses on the refined alternatives’ study area existing
conditions. Exhibit 4.1 depicts the study area of the refined alternatives considered in this
Supplemental EA and the 2018 EA study area. For efficiency purposes, resource category
descriptions that remain the same as the 2018 EA are stated as such. This chapter describes
the existing conditions for the following environmental resources:

« Air Quality (Section 4.1)

. Biological Resources (Section 4.2)

« Climate (Section 4.3)

« Coastal Resources (Section 4.4)

. Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) (Section 4.5)

« Farmlands (Section 4.6)

« Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and Pollution Prevention (Section 4.7)
. Historical, Architectural, Archeological and Cultural Resources (Section 4.8)
« Land Use (Section 4.9)

« Natural Resources and Energy Supply (Section 4.10)

« Noise and Compatible Land Use (Section 4.11)

[3-10]
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. Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, and Children’s Environmental Health and
Safety Risks (Section 4.12)

« Visual Effects (Section 4.13)
. Water Resources (Section 4.14)
. Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects (Section 4.15)

[3-11]
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3.1 Air Quality

This chapter discusses specific aspects of the environment in the vicinity of the proposed
actions and how those aspects may be impacted by the build alternatives or by the no-action
alternative.

On December 15, 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency re-designated the
Greater Baton Rouge Nonattainment Area (BRNA) to attainment for the 2008 8-hour ozone
standard. EPA approved the state’s 10-year plan for maintaining attainment of the 2008 8-
hour ozone standard in the area and determined that the BRNA continues to attain the 2008
8-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard and has met the criteria for re-
designation to attainmentz.

With this designation, federal activities proposed in East Baton Rouge Parish are generally
considered not to be subject to the State’s general conformity regulations as promulgated
under Louisiana Administrative Code?® Determining Conformity of General Federal Actions to
State or Federal Implementation Plans. However, in the past, the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality (LDEQ) requested a general conformity applicability determination for
the proposed improvements. Changes in air emissions at the airport could generally result
from three sources: increased emissions from aircraft, emissions from vehicular traffic due
to changes in the road configuration, and emissions from construction equipment during
project construction. There are no air emissions changes due to the construction of any of
the alternatives.

Exhibit 4.1: Air Quality

41.1 Standards and Pollutants

Air emissions from vehicular traffic will not increase as a result of the proposed intersection
improvement projects. Passenger vehicular traffic into and out of the airport is not forecast
to increase. The improvements at the intersections will result in improved traffic flow.

Estimates were prepared for the total nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic carbon (VOC),
and carbon monoxide (CO) emissions anticipated to be released into the atmosphere during
construction of either of the elevated alternates.

This estimate is based on air emissions resulting from the operation of heavy equipment
during construction activities. Preliminary construction planning estimates were utilized to

2 Durant & Hubbard, 11/01/2016
3LAC 33:111.14.A
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estimate construction equipment usage. Emission factors for the diesel powered equipment
were taken from EPA Report No. NR-009d, “Exhaust and Crankcase Emission Factors for
Nonroad Engine Modeling- Compression-Ignition” and EPA Report “Exhaust and Crankcase
Emission Factors for Nonroad Engine Modeling-Spark Ignition NR-010f,” July 2010. To
obtain conversion of calculated hydrocarbon emissions to Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)
emissions the EPA report, “Conversion Factors for Hydrocarbon Emission Components, NR-
0002d, July 2010” was used. Gasoline emission factors were contained in AP-42:
Compilation of Air Pollutant Emission Factors, as described in Appendix A: Air Emissions
Assessment. Previously, emissions resulting from the installation of hot mix asphalt were
examined and found to be insignificant (<0.01 tons). Emissions from storage of diesel fuel
and motor gasoline are insignificant.

4.1.2 Environmental Impacts

4121 Direct Emissions: Construction of Either Elevated Alternate

Estimates were prepared of the total nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic carbon (VOC),
and carbon monoxide (CO) emissions anticipated to be released to the atmosphere during
construction of the subject project. It was estimated that approximately 10.52 tons of NOx
emissions, 0.63 tons of VOC emissions, and 0.38 tons of CO emissions will be released into
the atmosphere during project construction (2019-2021). This equates to 5.26 tons per year
(tpy) of NOx emissions, 0.32 tpy of VOC emissions, and 0.19 tpy of CO emissions will be
released into the atmosphere during project construction (2022-2024). The Baton Rouge
area is currently in attainment for all air quality parameters, following over 20 years of non-
attainment with the ozone standard. The level of significance in the project area for
conformity determinations is 100 tons/year for each of the criteria pollutants except for VOCs,
for which a level of 25 tons applies. All pollutants are significantly below these thresholds.
The calculations are presented in Appendix A: Air Emissions Assessment.

4.1.2.2 Indirect Emissions

Indirect emissions are defined as those that occur as a result of moving equipment on the
portion of the project area during construction. These are included in the above totals.

41.3 Summary of Findings
Direct and indirect emissions were calculated for activities conducted for all alternatives.

Emissions were determined to be under the threshold of significance for the pollutants
evaluated.

[3-14]
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3.2 Biological Resources (including Fish, Wildlife, and Plants)

4.2.1 Biotic Communities

The long-term loss of wildlife habitat is addressed by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act (16 U.S.C. 661). Coordination with appropriate agencies is required if a proposed action
has the potential to affect or eliminate potential wildlife habitat.

Previously Federal, State, and local agencies were contacted (see Appendix C: Draft
Biological Assessment) to determine if biotic communities in the Airport environs would be
adversely affected by the implementation of the proposed action. Correspondence was
received from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the State of Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. All of
these agencies indicated that the proposed action would not significantly impact important
fish or wildlife habitats.

Because the proposed action is not expected to cause any adverse effects upon biotic
communities, no mitigation measures would be required.

4.2.2 Threatened and Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna

The term “endangered species” refers to any member of the animal kingdom (mammal, fish,
or bird) or plant kingdom (seeds, roots, etc.) that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a
portion of its range. The term “threatened species” refers to those members of the animal or
plant kingdom that are likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.

Endangered and threatened species are identified and protected by the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended in 78, 32, 88 and 2004. Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
requires that all Federal agencies consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding
any Federal action that may affect a federally listed species. This requirement applies to all
Federal land management decisions and actions. Such consultations often require
preparation of a biological evaluation or assessment by the Federal action agency (ESA,
1973).

The November 6, 2020, list of endangered, threatened and candidate species maintained by
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries agency was reviewed. No new species have been
added since the previously completed EA and no additional natural habitats with important
fish and wildlife resources are included in the preferred alternative; therefore, no impacts are
anticipated.

The Biological Assessment is attached as Appendix C: Draft Biological Assessment
which is from the 2018 EA and is still valid. The Biological Assessment determined there
would be no impacts to Threatened or Endangered Species due to the proposed project.

m o
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3.3 Climate

The description of climate change and greenhouse gas emissions remains the same as the
2018 EA analysis. Currently, there are no air quality permit standards for the evaluation of
greenhouse gas emissions that are emitted from construction activities. For the no-action
alternative, there will be no projected increase or decrease in greenhouse emissions, which
are considered in metric tons equivalent of CO?. There will be short term emissions
associated with any of the build alternatives. The tons per year of CO? were calculated in
the Air Quality Analysis and were determined to be 473 tons/year. Because there are
currently no standards for determining levels of significance of these emissions, there is no
anticipated impact to climate from the build alternatives.

3.4 Coastal Resources

The description of coastal resources remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis. The
location of the project is unchanged. The proposed project in not located in the Coastal Zone
boundary and no features of the project are considered coastal barrier resources. Therefore,
no impacts to the coastal zone or coastal barrier resources will occur.

3.5 Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)

The description of resources regarding Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act
remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis. According to correspondence received in the
2018 EA, there are no Section 4(f) properties impacted by the proposed project. Therefore,
no significant impacts to Section 4(f) lands are expected with the proposed action and no
mitigation measures would be required.

3.6 Farmlands

The United States Department of Agriculture defines ‘prime farmland’ as follows:

‘Land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for
producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is also available for these
uses. It has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce
economically sustained high yields of crops when treated and managed according to
acceptable farming methods, including water management. In general, prime farmlands
have an adequate and dependable water supply from precipitation or irrigation, a
favorable temperature and growing season, acceptable acidity or alkalinity, acceptable
salt and sodium content, and few or no rocks. They are permeable to water and air.

[3-16]
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Prime farmlands are not excessively erodible or saturated with water for a long period
of time, and they either do not flood frequently or are protected from flooding." (USDA
Handbook No. 18, 1993).

A letter requesting the prime farmland was sent to USDA on May 15, 2017 and again on
September 14, 2017. Additionally, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
website was reviewed concerning the presence of prime farmlands. This has not changed
from the 2018 EA. The amount of prime farmland indicated based on the preferred
alternative is approximately 1 acre. It does not appear that the area designated as prime
farmland has been used within the recent past for agricultural production because it remains

heavily wooded. Additionally, it traverses an area that will likely be considered as
jurisdictional wetlands.

[3-17]
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3.7 Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and Pollution Prevention

4.71 SOLID WASTE

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976, as amended (42 U.S. C. §
6901) set forth the standards for management of solid waste in the United States. Solid
waste is expected to be generated as a result of the following activities: clearing and
grubbing, demolition of existing paving along Plank Road, removal of the EMAS system,
construction of the new roadway and addition of travel lanes. Most of these wastes are
anticipated to be managed in Construction and Demolition (C&D) landfills. Construction
debris will consist of non-reusable lumber, containers, etc. Materials that are taken to the
C&D landfills are recycled where possible into re-usable mulch and fill materials. All materials
will be managed in accordance with local requirements. The project is not expected to
generate an appreciably different quantity or type of solid waste or use a different method of
collection than is typical for the construction industry. Generation of solid waste will also
occur during the demolition of structures. Approximately 3,500 yd?® of concrete parking lot
and paving will be removed from the existing shopping center. Existing State regulations
require that construction debris be managed in both C&D landfills or in solid waste landfills.
For wastes that contain asbestos or lead paint, specific procedures may be required
depending on the level of such materials present. At the intersection of Plank Road and
Hooper Road, concrete debris will be generated as a result of removing existing shopping
center parking lot and driveway pavement. It is anticipated this will be recycled.

During field investigations, solid wastes were observed at 5407 Hooper Road, including
miscellaneous vehicles, metal and wood components, and machinery. At the eastern edge
of the trace proposed for access from Plank Road to the Leadership Institute, mounds of
building foundations and other construction debris were encountered. These materials will
need to be properly characterized and disposed of.

At the location of the improved connection to T.B. Herndon Avenue, an abandoned roadbed
was noted. This material may be potentially re-used in the proposed improvements.

4.7.2 Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Wastes

Numerous materials meeting the definition of “hazardous” are typically used during the
demolition and construction phases of the proposed project, the most common of which is
fuel. These materials must be managed in accordance with the U.S. Department of Labor,
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Hazard Communication Standard
(HCS) (29 CFR 1910.1200, 2012). This standard requires that the chemical manufacturer,
distributor, or importer provide Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) (formerly MSDSs or Material
Safety Data Sheets) for each hazardous chemical to downstream users to communicate
information on these hazards. The employer is required to inform employees of the hazards
associated with each compound and provide appropriate training and personal protective
equipment. Additionally, for ‘oils’ (including fuel) in quantities on-site greater than 1320
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gallons, the construction site operator must have a prepared Spill Prevention Control and
Countermeasure Plan (SPCC) as described in Section 311 of the Clean Water Act (CWA)
and found at 40 CFR 112. Additionally, DEQ requires that the 1320-gallon threshold incudes
all additional hazardous substances (such as paints or sealers) that are not specifically
defined as oils be included in the SPCC plan. The operator must keep containers in good
condition, assure that they are labeled, and provide necessary equipment for responding to
leaks or spills.

Few hazardous wastes, which are defined as a subset of solid wastes under RCRA, are
generated during construction activities. Exceptions are fuel spills which may result in
generation of saturated soils that would be considered as hazardous if the flash point is less
than 140°F. Each generator is responsible for characterizing and managing any hazardous
waste which must be disposed properly in a permitted landfill. Waste must be placed in
containers such as roll off boxes or bins, and managed to prevent precipitation infiltration.
Only permitted transporters may transport the material to the designated landfill.

Because the build options will require the acquisition of property used for industrial purposes
in the past and demolition of structures and soil excavation will be needed, it will be necessary
to properly characterize the generated wastes. The locations of the properties that have past
industrial uses are described in detail in the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
prepared for this project (Appendix B). Two sites located on the north side of Hooper Road
at the location of the proposed Plank Road/McClelland Drive intersection were investigated
during a Phase Il investigation. Constituents of Concern were below Louisiana Department
of Environmental risk assessment screening standards.

This Supplemental EA investigated impacts associated with the build alternatives that include
elevated sections at Plank/Hooper Road and relocated Plank Road/McClelland Drive.
Because the elevated sections will require some piling placement, estimated to be at least
80" below ground surface, additional reviews of existing remediation information were
performed. In addition to sites identified in the Phase | ESA, there are four locations within
the study area of the Plank Road/Hooper Road grade separation that are reported to have
soil and/or groundwater contaminants present. The sites are the former Chevron station at
4716 (Old) Hooper Road, Plank Food Mart at 8085 Plank Road, the Circle K at 7997 Plank
Road, and Circle Kat 8133 Plank Road. The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
has issued “No Further Action at this Time” letters for all sites; however, no soils may be
removed from the sites without approval by the LDEQ. The first two sites also have deed
restrictions filed with the parish Clerk of Court notifying potential purchasers of site conditions
(Appendix B). A Phase Il investigatory plan for this area, along with relocated Plank
Road/McClelland Drive locations that will also include piling placement, should be
implemented during the design phase. The plan will be developed and submitted to LDEQ
prior to implementation for concurrence. If contaminated soil and/or groundwater is
encountered during the investigation, an appropriate remedial plan will be developed and
implemented in order to prevent downward migration of contaminants.
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Any wastes meeting the definitions of hazardous as described in 40 CFR Part 261 must be
managed in a permitted hazardous waste landfill.

4.7.3 Pollution prevention

Solid wastes will be generated during the demolition and construction phases. Proper testing
of the wastes will be needed to determine the appropriate disposal methodology. Currently
there is adequate capacity within the project vicinity to manage C&D waste, solid waste, or
hazardous waste. Removal of these wastes from the uncontrolled environment to a
permitted facility will provide a positive environmental impact.

Waste materials will be generated during the demolition and construction process, and
hazardous materials will be used as well. Generated wastes must be characterized by the
generator and managed in accordance with State and Federal regulations. Existing disposal
capacity is adequate for the generated wastes. Pollution prevention programs will be
implemented for any of the build alternatives to minimize production of solid, hazardous, and
surface water pollution.

In addition to the recycling of removed roadway portions, parking lot pavement, and use of
cleared wood materials into mulch, additional pollution prevention measures will be
implemented for the build alternatives. These measures include:

o Preparation of and adherence to a site-specific Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWP?3) as required under LPDES regulations;

o Preparation of a site-specific Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure Plan
(SPCC) for more than 1,320 gallons of fuel and/or hazardous substances on-site.

These plans require that the contractor identify specific procedures and equipment for:

° Management of runoff during construction;

o Maintenance of runoff protection systems, such as berms and silt fences;
o Periodic inspection of runoff controls;

° Institute vegetative cover and maintain after construction;

. Provide secondary containment for fuels and hazardous substances;

o Provide methods of removal for spills and leaks.

The implementation of site-specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans and Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plans during construction will assist in reducing
pollution resulting from construction.
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3.8 Historical, Architectural, Archaeological and Cultural Resources

The description of resources regarding historical, architectural, archeological, and cultural
resources remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis. During the 2018 EA process, Federal,
State, local agencies and Federally-recognized tribes were notified to determine whether the
implementation of the proposed action would adversely affect known archaeological sites or
historical properties. Additionally, coordination was conducted with potentially impacted
Federally recognized Indian Tribes.

Correspondence received from the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and
Tourism indicated that no known archaeological sites or historic properties would be affected
by the proposed action and there are no historical or cultural resources adjacent to the
proposed project. No potential impacts to cultural resources were identified or received from
Indian Tribes. The proposed project is not anticipated to impact historical, architectural,
archeological, or cultural resources, no mitigation measures are required. However, should
construction associated with the proposed action unearth any archaeological resources, the
provisions of emergency discovery would apply, and the appropriate agencies would be
contacted.

3.9 Land Use

East Baton Rouge Parish is located in the southeastern part of Louisiana along the east bank
of the Mississippi River and has a total land area of 292,314 acres. The primary city, Baton
Rouge, is the capital city of Louisiana. As of 2020, the parish was estimated to have a
population of 456,781. The parish enjoys a diversified economy including numerous
governmental offices and agencies, Louisiana State University and Southern University,
numerous petrochemical manufacturing facilities, and a strong health care industry.

Baton Rouge is the farthest inland port on the Mississippi River that can accommodate ocean
going tankers and cargo carriers. It is also the tenth largest port in the U.S. Ships transfer
their cargo (grain, crude, cars, containers) at the Port of Baton Rouge onto rails and pipelines
(to travel east-west) or barges (to travel north).

East Baton Rouge Parish has a semi-tropical climate and, in the past, was a significant
producer of agricultural commodities. Since the 1960’s, significant industrial and residential
expansion has occurred and the parish is no longer primarily rural. Geologically, the parish
is considered to be a part of the Prairie Complex that lies across southeastern Louisiana,
with elevations typically 50 to 150 feet above mean sea level. The soils found here are
considered to be made up of late Pleistocene deposits. The area surrounding the Baton
Rouge Metropolitan Airport is made up of a mix of commercial light industrial and residential
communities. The proposed project is located within an area known as Brownfields, which
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is unincorporated. The area in which the project is located is shown in Exhibit 4.2: Land
Use. Brownfields has a mix of mostly residential buildings with some light industrial and
commercial enterprises. New commercial construction has taken place mostly west of the
intersection of Hooper Road and Plank Road, including restaurants, service stations, etc. A
major soft-drink manufacturing facility and car dealership have been constructed within the
last 15 years on Plank Road, north of Robique Road.

It is anticipated that land use in the project area will change from mostly undeveloped along
relocated Plank Road to a mix of uses.

3.10 Natural Resources and Energy Supply

The description of natural resources and energy supply remains the same as the 2018 EA
analysis. The amount of energy required to construct the proposed improvements will be in
the form of fuel for construction and demolition activities. This is a small-scale project in the
metropolitan statistical area and is not expected to result in any measurable diminution of
energy supplies. Impacts to natural resources (i.e. forested wetlands) will be offset by
mitigation, when required.

3.11 Noise and Compatible Land Use

4111 ROADWAY NOISE

The traffic noise for residents along Plank Road and Hooper Road within the proposed project
boundary was analyzed using the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved Traffic
Noise Model, version 2.5 (TNM). In accordance with the DOTD Noise Policy, noise impacts
were analyzed for the existing highway configuration and for the proposed build alternatives.
Impacts were examined for the existing traffic levels (2017), and the design year (2037) traffic
levels.

For Alternate 1, 16 properties, including six residences and two other sensitive uses, will
have noise levels above the DOTD Standard of 66 decibels (dBA). (See Noise Analysis,
Appendix D: Traffic Noise Assessment). Other commercial receivers will have noise
levels above 71 decibels (dBA), which is the DOTD standard. Of the 16 receivers, 5 will have
increases greater than 10 dBA.

For Alternate 2, 16 properties had significant noise increases. Three residences and two
other sensitive uses will have noise levels above 66dBA. Eight of the remaining properties
experienced a greater than 10 dBA increase.
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The preferred Alternative, Alternative 3, a “hybrid” of Alternates 1 and 2 includes an elevated
north-south section at existing Plank/Hooper Roads, and an elevated east-west section of
Hooper Road at the new Plank/Hooper Road intersection. For this configuration, a total of
17 properties were impacted, including five residences and two other sensitive uses. Five
properties experienced increases of greater than 10 dBA.

Additional evaluation of alternatives may be prepared at the 60% design level to determine
if a barrier is feasible and reasonable.

It is anticipated that post-construction, a total of 8, 6, and 7 properties for Alternates 1, 2 and
3, respectively, will have noise impacts. These are summarized in the Tables included in
Appendix D.

4.11.2  Aircraft Noise
This section presents the assessment of the affected environment for aircraft noise at BTR.

The refined alternatives do not change aircraft noise in any way. Therefore, there is no
change in aircraft noise as is depicted in the 2018 EA.
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3.12 Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, and Children’s
Environmental Health and Safety Risks

The description of resources regarding socioeconomics, environmental justice, and
children’s environmental health and safety risks remains the same as the 2018 EA analysis.

Regarding socioeconomics, the 2015 census data within the East Baton Rouge Parish
remains unchanged for the proposed project. The proposed project will require additional
residential and business relocation for implementation. Additional land acquisition is also
required. Exhibit 4.4 provides the 2018 EA land acquisition/relocation parcels and the
Supplemental EA land acquisition parcels. All other potential socioeconomic impacts remain
the same as the 2018 EA analysis.

4121 Socioeconomics

4.12.1.1 Social Impacts

The proposed project is located within the census tract designated as "Brownfields" within
East Baton Rouge Parish. According to the United Census
(https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/dashboard/brownfieldscdplouisiana.eastbatonroug
eparishlouisiana/POP010220). As of April 1, 2020, there were a total of 5,145 people living
within this tract. The census tract borders the neighboring places of Baker, Baton Rouge,
and Central, Louisiana. Also, in 2020 the median household income was $51,304. The
mostly likely racial or ethnic group to be impoverished in this tract is African American, since
this demographic constitutes 77.1% of the population. On average, wages are distributed
more evenly in Brownfields, Louisiana than they are nationally, according to the ACS.
However, the national salary according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics for 2020 was
$55,744.

There are 20.7% of the population living below the poverty line in this area compared with
23.7% in 2017. The largest demographic is Female, at 54.4%. Over 8% of the people living
in poverty in this area are African American, followed by White and Hispanic. The overall
race and ethnicity in the area is primarily African American, at 77.1%, followed by White at
19.7%, Asian at 2.3%, and with the remainder Hispanic at 0.5%, American Indian, 0.3%, and
two or more races 0.2%.

The number of persons employed in the tract has increased from a total reported in 2015 of
2,422 employees to a total of 3,128 in 2020. The most common employment sectors are
health care and social assistance, retail and manufacturing. The area also has a large
population of military personnel who served in Vietnam, at 1.25 times greater than any other
conflict.

m -
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The median property value in 2017 was reported to be $132,700, and in 2020, the median
property value had increased by 1.013% to $134,500. This trend reversed the previously
report median value in 2015 which was a decline of 2.78% from the prior year.

4.12.1.2 Relocation of Residences and/or Businesses

For the preferred alternative, two residential relocations and 22 business relocations may be
required in order to provide adequate space for the roadway improvements along Hooper
Road and Harding Boulevard.

Two businesses, both gas stations, will have their access drastically limited by the project’s
roadway right of way requirements. Due to the nature of the business at the gas stations,
this action could have a negative impact on the business’s long-term viability. Though only
portions of each of these properties are required for the project's construction, the full
property acquisition may be justified and warranted at the business’s discretion due to the
changes in access.

The entirety of the one business and the church may not be needed to meet the project's
roadway right of way requirements, however, due to DOTD’s control of access standards
which will no longer allow left turns into traffic, access is significantly reduced to these parcels
beyond what was planned in the original EA with at-grade signalization. These standards
also eliminate left turns across traffic into parking lots. Though only portions of each of these
properties are required for the project's construction, the full property acquisition may be
justified and warranted at the business and church’s discretion due to the changes in access.

There will be a one-year deadline beyond the project completion put in place for the three
businesses and church to choose full acquisition. If they choose not to participate by that
one-year deadline, the full property will not be acquired.

Due to the low number of home relocations, there will be negligible resultant social impacts
from same. There will be two HUD house relocations required for the preferred alternative
along Plank Road south of Hooper Harding. Additionally, 24 businesses will be relocated,
and 53 parcels zoned commercial/industrial will be acquired. This area is depicted in Exhibit
4.4: Land Acquisition and Relocation Parcels. Additional information is available in
Appendix F: Land Acquisition and Relocation Assessment.

The initial review of land acquisition for this project did not include any additional right-of-way
for the roadway widening along Hooper Road. Further project definition of the preferred
alternative resulted in the potential need for additional land along Hooper Road for roadway
right-of-way. The additional right-of-way potentially needed for the project is a little more
than 2 acres. Additional details related to the expansion of the right-of-way can be found in
Appendix F.
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4.12.1.3 Alteration of Surface Traffic Patterns

The existing surface traffic patterns will be altered and temporarily disrupted by the
construction of the preferred alternative. The creation of grade separation and thus
elimination of signalized intersections will improve traffic efficiency in the project area.

4.12.1.4 Disruption of Established Communities

The construction of the preferred alternative will result in the relocation of two residences. Of
the 5355 parcels used in the past for commercial/industrial activity, 33 are currently vacant.

4.12.1.5 Diversion of Orderly, Planned Development

No known planned developments are located within the project area that would be impacted
by the preferred alternative.
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4.12.1.6 Creation of Appreciable Change in Employment

The construction activity typically results in a temporary increase in local employment.
However, 2422 businesses will be purchased and relocated due to this project’s right of way
requirements and access to business issues. There are similar businesses and employment
opportunities in the vicinity. In November 2021, the unemployment rate in Baton Rouge was
3.5%, below the national average of 4%.

4.12.1.7 Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

Both short-term and long-term socioeconomic impacts are anticipated if the preferred
alternative is implemented. Short-term adverse impacts include inconvenience to the
traveling public and nearby residents from construction activities. Short-term employment
may rise due to construction activities. Long-term impacts may include the addition of
commercial/light industrial development properties along relocated Plank Road. The addition
of the flyovers are expected to improve traffic flow and reduce conflict points.

4.12.2 Environmental Justice

As defined by US Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, FAA
1050.1F, “Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Fair
treatment means that no group of people should bear a disproportionate share of the negative
environmental consequences resulting from industrial, governmental, and commercial
operations or policies. (Order 1050.1F, February, 2020). Meaningful Involvement means
that:

e people have an opportunity to participate in decisions about activities that may affect
their environment and/or health;

e the public’s contribution can influence the regulatory agency’s decision;

e their concerns will be considered in the decision making process; and

e the decision makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially
affected. (Order, par 2.5, 2015).

In order to meet the requirements for meaningful public involvement by minority and low-
income populations, an early outreach program was initiated for the project. This included
meetings with local public officials and an open house meeting where members of the
affected area were invited to participate in a casual review form. At the publication of the
Draft EA, a formal public meeting will be held to provide additional public comment.

4.12.2.1 Mitigation Measures

For those persons directly impacted by the proposed relocations, it will be necessary to
provide mitigation. Because “adverse impacts” under environmental justice U.S. Department
of Transportation (DOT) Order 5610.2(a) is defined as: “...the totality of significant individual
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or cumulative human health include...displacement of persons, businesses, farms, or
nonprofit organizations; increased traffic congestion, isolation, exclusion, or separation of
minority or low-income individuals within a given community or from the broader
community...” (DOT Order 5610.2(a), 5/2/2012). The residential relocation impacts will be
primarily to African American residents (based on Census data), and it may be appropriate
to address additional mitigation measures. Additionally, during the acquisition process, the
potential for disproportionately high and adverse effect on minority and low-income
populations will be addressed. These are effects that according to FAA 1050.1F are adverse
impacts that:

1. “Are predominately borne by a minority population and/or a low-income population; or

2. Will be suffered by the minority population and/or low-income population and are
appreciably more severe or greater in magnitude than the adverse effect that will be
suffered by the non-minority population and/or non-low-income population.”

DOT Order 5610.2(a) indicates that mitigation and enhancement measures and offsetting
benefits can be taken into consideration when determining if there are disproportionately high
and adverse effects from a project.

4.12.2.2 Summary of Findings

For the build alternatives, only two residential relocations will be required. Because the
adverse impacts during construction will be temporary, no additional mitigation and
enhancement measures and offsetting benefits are required. However, 2422 businesses will
be purchased and relocated due to this project’s right of way requirements and access to
business issues.

4.12.3 Children’s Environmental Health and Safety Risks

As identified in Executive Order 13045 “Protection of Children from Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks™, it is necessary to evaluate the effects Federal actions may have on
children. The risks include those that are attributable to products or substances that a child
is likely to come in contact with or ingest, such as air, food, drinking water, recreational
waters, soil or products they might use or be exposed to.

There are several residences in the project area where children may reside. The Leadership
Academy on Hooper Road hosts athletic and other activities that children may attend.
Currently, children may be exposed to exhaust from existing traffic and this would continue
with the no-action alternative. Because the residences and the Leadership Academy are
outside of the construction area of any of the build alternatives there will be no discernable
impact. The implementation of OSHA compliance practices during construction will further

4 62 FT 19885, April 23, 1997
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minimize any off-site exposure to the chemicals used during construction such as fuels and
paints. There will be a small increase in vehicle emissions for the residences located along
Hooper Road for the preferred alternative due to the moving of the northbound traffic from its
current location to the intersection at McClelland Drive. This increase does not trigger
additional conformity review under the Clean Air Act; so, it is not anticipated to be a significant
impacts.

3.13 Visual Effects

The category of Light Emissions includes any lights that emanates from the light source into
the surrounding environment. For the proposed build alternatives, the primary impact will be
the addition of light emissions from the elevated sections at both Plank Road and to the
relocated portion of Plank Road at McClellan Drive. For the alternative that includes elevated
Plank Road at McClelland Drive, south bound headlights may impact several residences. No
significant changes to the Runway 13-31 and RSA area are anticipated.

The existing lighting along Hooper Road at grade will be repositioned; therefore, no additional
impacts are anticipated.

3.14 Water Resources

4141 Wetlands

Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlandse, is implemented by U.S. DOT Order
5660.1A, Preservation of the Nation’s Wetlands [2004]. The Executive Order requires federal
agencies to avoid, to the extent possible, the adverse effects associated with the destruction
or modification of wetlands wherever there is a practical alternative. FAA Order 5050.4B,
Airport Environmental Handbook, requires that these orders be reviewed to determine their
applicability’.

The basic Federal wetlands law Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments (Clean Water Act) defines the term wetlands as “those areas that are inundated
or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and
that under normal circumstances do support a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for

® Ex. Order 13045, 1997
® Order 11990, 1977
7 Order 5050.4B, 2006
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life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and
similar areass."

As set forth in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, jurisdictional wetlands are determined
based on the criteria set forth in the 1987 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) Wetland
Delineation Manual. Pursuant to Section 404, a permit must be obtained from the USACOE
prior to any activity that involves the discharge of dredged or fill materials into a wetlande.

The regulatory definition of a jurisdictional wetland is outlined under the Clean Water Act at
33 CFR § 328.3 (c)(4), and further guidance is found in the EPA/JUSACE Memorandum
“Clean Water Act Jurisdiction" following the U.S. Supreme Court’s Decision in Rapanos v.
United States and Carabell v. Army Corps of Engineers et al. In Louisiana, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, is responsible for the administration of the program
regulating wetlands. Additionally, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality is
responsible for administering Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to ensure the proposed
action will not have an adverse impact on the water quality impacted by the project. A
wetlands delineation project was conducted for the proposed build alternatives and the report
is included in Appendix E: Wetlands Assessment. It was concluded that approximately
1.7 acres of jurisdictional wetlands will be affected by the build alternatives associated with
the proposed Leadership Institute additional access and the Cypress Road driveway
extension. Therefore, a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and appropriate
mitigation for the loss of the wetlands will be required™ . Consultation with the New Orleans
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding Section 404/Section 10 is a part of the
NEPA process. A map is provided in Exhibit 4.4: Wetlands.

The construction of the proposed alternate driveway access roads will result in the loss of
approximately 1.7 acres of jurisdictional wetlands.

To compensate for unavoidable wetland impacts, the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport will
propose to contract with an acceptable wetlands mitigation bank overseen by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District. The amount of mitigation required will depend on
the final design layout, and the mitigation ratio as determined by the selected mitigation bank.

The proposed build alternatives will have long term impacts to jurisdictional wetlands that will
be mitigated by acquiring compensatory mitigation at approved wetlands mitigation bank.
There are no navigable waters within the boundary of the proposed project and consequently,
no impacts to navigable waters will occur.

8 CWA, 1987

® Delineation Manual, 1987

0 CWA, 1972

" Clean Water Act Jurisdiction, 2008
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414.2 Floodplains

Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, (Exec. Or. 11988, 42 Red. Reg. 26951,
May 25, 1977) and U.S. DOT Order 5650.2, Floodplain Management and Protection, requires
that all FAA actions must avoid floodplains if a “practicable alternative” is available. For
regulatory purposes, floodplains are low lying areas that are discussed in percent likelihood
of inundation occurring within one year. Thus, an area with a 1% chance of inundation is
referred to as the “base flood” or, more commonly, the “100-year” flood. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is the implementing agency for the flood plain
regulations. East Baton Rouge Parish has developed a floodplain management program
that requires construction within the base flood areas be “mitigated.” That is, an equal
amount of floodplain capacity must be provided for the volume of base flood area impacted.
As shown on Exhibit 4.5: Floodplains, the project area is not located within the base flood
area so no flood plain fill mitigation will be needed.z. There is no change to floodplains
impacts from the preferred alternative.

There are no impacts to floodplains, and consequently, no floodplain impacts will result from
the project.

2 The National Flood Insurance Act, (44 CFR part 60).
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4.14.3 Surface Water

A review of historic USGS topographic maps was completed to identify current and historic
surface water features®. There is a ditch located near Ford Street that eventually reaches
Roberts Canal and may be considered as “other waters” by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. The ditch discharges into Roberts Canal and, thence, into the Comite River. The
Comite joins the Amite River near Denham Springs, Louisiana. The ultimate receiving water
is Lake Maurepas.

It is anticipated that the build alternative may result in the filling of part of the unnamed ditch
and installation of a culvert. Because the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has typically exerted
jurisdiction over similar surface water features under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act, it is possible that a Section 10 permit will be required prior to alteration of the ditch.
This will not be known until permitting of the project occurs.

4.14.3.1 Water Quality, Water Supply, and Stormwater Control

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (the Clean Water Act) requires that airport
proprietors establish water quality standards and control discharges into surface and
subsurface waters®. Particular concerns include the preservation of existing drainage, the
protection of aquifers from fuel spills and aircraft washing runoff, and control of sedimentation
and erosion during construction.

Industrial plant operations, including airports, are required to obtain stormwater permits under
the 1987 amendments to the Clean Water Act. The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit requires submission of information regarding existing programs to
control pollutants and field screening of major outfalls to detect improper discharges. All
discharges of stormwater runoff must be identified and characterized, including those
containing deicing fluids, liquid fuels, and chemicals used for maintenance. This project
would not result in any discharge of these aviation wastes and primary concern would be
construction related actions.

4.14.3.2 Environmental Impacts

Federal, State, and local agencies were previously notified to determine whether the
implementation of the proposed action would adversely affect water quality, the water supply,
or stormwater control. In its response, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
(LDEQ) did not raise any objections to the project, however they indicated that the use of

8 USGS Topographic Map, Comite, LA, SW 4 Zachary 15' quadrangle, 1963, revised 1970, 1980
433 USC 403, 1899
5 Clean Water Act, (33 U.S.C. 1251-1376)
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best management construction practices would be required to protect ground water of the
region.

The proposed project may have impacts to water resources should any of the alternatives be
implemented. However, these impacts may be classified as short-term and measures will
be selected and used to help mitigate the impacts. Impacts can be grouped into those that
include the following categories: wetlands, floodplains, surface waters, including “Waters of
the United States”, groundwater, and wild and scenic rivers. If present, each of these
categories of water feature may be subject to regulatory authority as described in the
following sections.

414.4 Wild and Scenic Rivers

According to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and a search of all applicable
databases, there are no wild or scenic rivers located within the project area.

4.14.5 Groundwater

A water well search was performed to identify current and historic groundwater use in the
project area. A total of 96 wells were identified within a one-mile radius. As noted in the
Phase | Environmental Assessment report (found in Appendix B), the majority of these wells
were designated as "domestic use." The Baton Rouge area overlies the Southern Hills
aquifer system and has an abundant supply of high-quality groundwater, although concerns
have been raised regarding the presence of saltwater intrusion into lower strata. According
to the Capital Area Groundwater Conservation Commission, over 170 million gallons per day
of fresh water are provided to users throughout the five parishes within the system. There
are deep pilings associated with the proposed alternatives that are anticipated to impact the
near-surface productive sand lenses of the aquifer; so, due to the presence of known
‘recognized environmental conditions” including releases of petroleum hydrocarbons,
consultation with the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LADEQ) will be done
during the design phase®. This project would not result in any discharge of aviation wastes
and primary concern would be construction related actions. There are no identifiable impacts
at this time; however, should any impacts be identified during the design and construction
process, they would be coordinated directly with LADEQ.

4.14.5.1 Sole Source Aquifer

Consultation with the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) was initiated on
May 15, 2017. To date, no findings of impact to the aquifer have been documented by DEQ.

16 Capital Area Ground Water Conservation Commission, n.d.
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If needed, remediation activities will be implemented which may include removal of
contaminated soils and/or groundwater.

41452 Storm Water

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (the Clean Water Act) requires that Airport
proprietors establish water quality standards and control discharges into surface and
subsurface waters. Particular concerns include the preservation of existing drainage, the
protection of aquifers from fuel spills and aircraft washing runoff, and control of sedimentation
and erosion during construction. During any required permitting processes of the project,
should the preferred alternative involve the relocation of facilities within the expanded
Runway 13-31 Protection Zone, it will be evaluated for impacts to the existing facility Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan. If there are any impacts, the plan should be revised as
needed to account for these activities.

Any of the build alternatives will create additional impervious surfaces as a result of the
roadway realignments. However, there are also planned removals of existing pavement from
Plank Road and Old Hooper Road. lItis important to note that implementation of either of the
build alternatives will also result in the removal of some existing impervious surfaces.

Design and engineering of the proposed action would include stormwater control elements
that would tie into the existing roadway stormwater system. All drainage facilities will be
designed to comply with FAA Advisory Circular AC No. 150/5320-5D criteria local and
regional drainage laws, flood control master plans, and the Uniform Regulations for the
Control of Drainage. All stormwater control facilities would be designed so as to not
adversely affect downstream areas as a result of concentrated, diverted, or increased flows
and would include provisions to limit contamination of stormwater.

Sedimentation and erosion impact during construction of the proposed action would be
avoided by the use of “best management practices” for erosion and sediment control, as
described in AC 150/5320 15, CHG 1, Management of Airport Industrial Waste. Best
management practices include the use of control devices such as silt fencing, diversion
berms, or other applicable devices approved by the Soil Conservation Service.

No other adverse effects on water quality, water supply, or stormwater control are expected
under the proposed action because all necessary mitigation measures would be incorporated
into the construction procedures for the proposed Runway 13/31 RSA and RPZ project due
to the creation of additional impervious surface.

7 AC No. 150/5320-5D-Airport Drainage Design, 2013.
8 Management of Airport Industrial Waste, 2008
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4.14.5.3 Summary of Findings

Design and engineering of the proposed action would include stormwater control elements
that would tie into the existing roadway stormwater system. All drainage facilities will be
designed to comply with FAA Advisory Circular criteria, local and regional drainage laws,
flood control master plans, and the Uniform Regulations for the Control of Drainage. All
stormwater control facilities would be designed so as to not adversely affect downstream
areas as a result of concentrated, diverted, or increased flows and would include provisions
to limit contamination of stormwater.

Sedimentation and erosion impact during construction of the proposed action would be
avoided by the use of “best management practices” for erosion and sediment control. Best
management practices include the use of control devices such as silt fencing, diversion
berms, or other applicable devices approved by the Natural Resource Conservation Service.

No other adverse effects on water quality, water supply, or stormwater control are expected
under the proposed action because all necessary mitigation measures would be incorporated
in the construction procedures for the proposed Plank Road relocation and implementation
of the RSA improvements.

3.15 Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations define a cumulative impact as "the
impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when
added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what
agency (federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions" (40 CFR § 1508.7).
Cumulative impacts can be viewed as the total combined impacts on the environment of the
proposed action or alternative(s) and other known or reasonably foreseeable actions.

The Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects remains the same as the
2018 EA analysis.
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4. Environmental
Consequences

4.1 Summary of Consequences

The potential environmental consequences as a result of the preferred alternative include:

e Loss of 1 acre of prime farmland;

e Impacts to 1.7 acres of jurisdictional wetlands, which will be mitigated:;
e Short-term increase in air pollutants from construction activities;

e Relocation of two residential units;

¢ Relocation of 24 businesses;

e Relocation of one church

¢ Noise increase to 5 residential units and two other noise sensitive units along Hooper
Road, mitigation may be possible, further design of project will be required

e Minor noise increases from construction and change in traffic patterns.
Past improvements to Plank Road and Harding Boulevard have resulted in the addition of
several light industrial and commercial operations. Within the past three years, additional

senior housing residences have been constructed. Constructing the preferred alternative
can reasonably be expected to continue this trend along the relocated portion of Plank Road.

Other cumulative impacts are not anticipated due to construction of the preferred alternative.
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Table 5.1: Environmental Consequences Matrix

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES IMPACTED CONSEQUENCE

Short term increase in air pollutants
from construction activities.
Emissions were determined to be
under the threshold of significance

Air Quality YES for the pollutants evaluated.
Biological Resources NO

Climate NO

Coastal Resources NO

Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) NO

Farmlands YES Loss of 1 acre of prime farmland.

Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and Pollution
Prevention NO

Historical, Architectural, Archeological and Cultural

Resources NO
Loss of two residential HUD units,
businesses, and 53 commercial
Land Use YES parcels
Natural Resources and Energy Supply NO
Minor noise increases from
construction and change in roadway
traffic pattern.
Five residential units and two other
Noise and Compatible Land Use YES sensitive uses

Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, and Children’s

Environmental Health and Safety Risks NO

Visual Effects NO
Impacts to 1.7 acres of jurisdictional
wetlands, which will be mitigated if it
cannot be avoided in final

Water Resources YES engineering of roadway alignment. '°

Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future
Projects NO

Source: K&G Team Analysis, 2022

9 Anticipated Wetland Mitigation will be done by purchase of Wetland Mitigation Credits at a ratio of 2 to 1 per communication between EA
team and Army Corps of Engineers
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51.1 Air Quality

Direct and indirect emissions were calculated for activities conducted with the preferred
alternative. Emissions were determined to be under the threshold of significance for the
pollutants evaluated.

5.1.2 Biological Resources (including Fish, Wildlife, and Plants

A Biological Assessment report was prepared at the recommendation of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in the previous EA. The Biological Assessment determined there would be
no impacts to Threatened or Endangered Species due to the proposed projects. Impacts to
other biological resources including bottomland hardwood habitat will be long-term. Loss of
jurisdictional bottomland hardwood will be offset by wetlands mitigation.

5.1.3 Climate

For the no-action alternative, there will be no projected increase or decrease in greenhouse
emissions. Short term emissions will be experienced with the proposed alternative.
According to the Air Quality Analysis performed, 473 tons/year of CO?were calculated to be
emitted from construction activities. Since standards for determining levels of significance of
these emissions do not exist, there is no anticipated impact to climate from the build
alternatives.

51.4 Coastal Resources

The project is not located within the Coastal Zone boundary, therefore no impacts to the
coastal zone will occur.

5.1.5 Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)

No Section 4(f) properties will be impacted by the proposed project and no mitigation
measures will be required.

5.1.6 Farmlands

The preferred alternative will impact approximately 1 additional acre of prime farmland. It
does not appear that the area designated as prime farmland has been used within the recent
past for agricultural production because it remains heavily wooded.

5.1.7 Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and Pollution Prevention

The build alternatives will require the acquisition of property used for past industrial purposes

and require structure demolition and soil excavation. These properties are described in the
Phase | Environmental Site Assessment. Two sites are located on the north side of Hooper
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Road at the location of the proposed intersection, and the other one is located on Martin
Road. Typical constituents of concern can include heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and
solvents. Any wastes meeting the definitions of hazardous, as described in 40 CFFR Part
261 must be managed in a permitted hazardous waste landfill.

The implementation of site-specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans and Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plans during construction will assist in reducing
pollution resulting from construction.

5.1.8 Historical, Architectural, Archaeological and Cultural Resources

The project area is not known to be associated with any high probability of prehistoric
occupation.  Therefore, the proposed project is not expected to impact currently
undiscovered archaeological resources. If during construction any archaeological resources
are unearthed, then the provisions of emergency discovery would apply and the appropriate
agencies contacted. Since no adverse impacts upon historic, architectural, archaeological,
or cultural resources are anticipated, no mitigation measures will be required.

5.1.9 Land Use

The project area is located in the northeastern portion of East Baton Rouge Parish in an
unincorporated area known as Brownfields. In addition to the airport facility, the area is made
up of mostly commercial light industrial and residential communities. Some newer
commercial construction exists west of the Hooper Road/Plank Road intersection and on
Plank Road north of Robique Road. Two residential HUD units, 24 businesses and one
church will be relocated in the preferred alternative.

Two businesses, both gas stations, will have their access drastically limited by the project’s
roadway right of way requirements. Due to the nature of the business at the gas stations,
this action could have a negative impact on the business’s long-term viability. Though only
portions of each of these properties are required for the project's construction, the full
property acquisition may be justified and warranted at the business’s discretion due to the
changes in access.

The entirety of the two businesses and the church may not be needed to meet the project's
roadway right of way requirements, however, due to DOTD’s control of access standards
which will no longer allow left turns into traffic, access is significantly reduced to these parcels
beyond what was planned in the original EA with at-grade signalization. These standards
also eliminate left turns across traffic into parking lots. Though only portions of each of these
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properties are required for the project's construction, the full property acquisition may be
justified and warranted due to the changes in access.

There will be a one-year deadline beyond the project completion of construction to be put in
place for the four businesses and church to choose full acquisition. If they have chosen not
to participate by that one-year deadline, the full property will not be acquired.

It is anticipated that land use in the project area will change from mostly undeveloped along
relocated Plank Road to a mix of uses.

5.1.10 Natural Resources and Energy Supply

The proposed project will require energy in the form of fuel for construction and demolition
activities. Since the project is small in scale, it is not expected to result in any measurable
diminution of energy supplies. Any impacts to natural resources (i.e. forested wetlands) will
be offset by compensatory mitigation.

5.1.11 Noise and Compatible Land Use

5.1.11.1 Roadway Noise

Impacts were examined for both the existing traffic levels (2017 being the most recent data
collection) and the design year (2040) traffic levels. The change in noise levels was found
to be minor and didn’t reach the level of significance. For the "no build" alternative, 13
residential structures and one additional receiver were found to have current noise levels
above the DOTD standards of 66 decibels (dBA). A total of 13 residential structures and two
receivers would be above the 66 dBA level in 2040, if the no build alternative is selected.

Though 13 residential structures and one additional receiver were found to have current
noise levels above the DOTD standards of 66 decibels (dBA), none of the receivers were
determined to have a noise level increase of 10 dBA or greater over the

existing noise level with the preferred alternative. As there are no impacts greater than 10
dBA, no noise abatement measures were considered as defined in the State of Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development Highway Traffic Noise Policy. Greater detail
can be found in Appendix D: Traffic Noise Assessment.

5.1.11.2 Aircraft Noise

The refined alternatives do not change aircraft noise in any way. Therefore, there is no
change in aircraft noise as is depicted in the 2018 EA.

[4-5]

consulng assocats for aiports



BATON ROUGE METROPOLITAN AIRPORT ADMINISTRATIVE DRAFT
SUPPLMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT MAY 2022

5.1.12 Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, and Children's environmental
Health and Safety Risks

5.1.12.1 Socioeconomics

If the build alternatives are implemented, both short-term and long-term socioeconomic
impacts are likely to occur. Short-term adverse impacts include inconvenience to the
traveling public and nearby residents from construction activities. Neighborhood cohesion
along Hooper Road will be disrupted by the construction. Short-term employment may rise
due to construction activities. Long-term impacts may include the addition of additional
commercial/light industrial development properties along relocated Plank Road.

5.1.12.2 Environmental Justice

The proposed project will require relocation of two residences and 22 businesses and 33
vacant commercial/industrial parcels which are vacant. Within the project area, the
population found is mostly lower-income and minority (African-American). Although short-
term impacts will occur, the construction of the project will not have a significant impact and
disproportionate effect on this population.

5.1.12.3 Children's Environmental Health and Safety Risks:

Some children may reside within the project area. For the "no build" alternative and all the
"build" alternatives, any children residing within the project area could be exposed to traffic
exhaust. The Leadership Academy on Hooper Road hosts athletic and other activities that
children may attend. However, no discernable impacts will impact children at this facility.
Further, the implementation of OSHA compliance practices during construction will minimize
any off-site exposure to the chemicals used during construction such as fuels and paints. Air
emissions from vehicular traffic will not increase as a result of the proposed alternative.

5.1.13 Visual Effects:

For the proposed build alternatives, the primary impact will be the repositioning of existing
roadway lighting for existing Plank Road to the relocated portion of the road. The existing
lighting along Hooper Road at grade will be repositioned; therefore, no additional impacts are
anticipated.

5.1.14 Water Resources

The proposed project may have impacts to water resources should any of the alternatives be
implemented. However, these impacts may be classified as short-term and measures will
be selected and used to help mitigate the impacts. Impacts can be grouped into that that
include the following categories: wetlands, floodplains, surface waters, including "Waters of
the United States", groundwater, and wild and scenic rivers. The presence of any of these
water features may be subject to regulatory authority. A summary of impact to the water
resources in the proposed project area are discussed in the following sections.
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5.1.15 Wetlands and Navigable Waters

The build alternatives will result in impacts to 1.7 acres of jurisdictional wetlands. Because
the design requirements applicable to the proposed Plank Road relocation are fixed, it is not
possible to re-route the roadway to avoid wetland impacts. Therefore, a permit under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act and appropriate mitigation for the loss of the wetlands will be
required. The amount of mitigation required will depend on the final design layout and the
mitigation ration as determined by the selected mitigation bank.

Based on environmental analysis and correspondence with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, no navigable waters exist at the project site.

5.1.15.1 Floodplains

The project area is not located within the base flood area, as developed by the East Baton
Rouge Parish floodplain management program. Therefore, the project will not require
floodplain fill mitigation.

5.1.15.2 Surface Water

A small, unnamed, meandering ditch or swale that is mostly concrete-lined begins near
Robique Road and flows south. At Hooper Road, the ditch flows south via culverts and
proceeds southerly through Zion City subdivision and then to the east. The ditch discharges
into Cypress Bayou, and then, into the Comite River and ultimately Lake Maurepas. The
build alternative may result in the filling of part of the unnamed ditch and, the drainage would
then be re-routed. The fill and relocation of the ditch may require a U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Section 10 permit.

5.1.15.3 Groundwater

The project area overlies the Southern Hills aquifer system. No deep piling penetrations
were identified and, therefore no impacts are anticipated to groundwater resources.

51.15.4 Stormwater

Due to project roadway realignments, the build alternatives will remove existing impervious
surface and create new imperious surfaces. During design and construction, stormwater
control elements will tie into the existing roadway stormwater system and all drainage
facilities will be designed to comply with FAA Advisory Circular criteria, local and regional
drainage laws, flood control master plans, and the Uniform Regulations for the Control of
Drainage. These facilities will be designed so as to not adversely affect downstream areas
as a result of concentrated, diverted, or increased flows and would include provision to limit
contamination of stormwater. Also, during construction, "best management practices" for
erosion and sediment control will be observed.
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No other adverse effects on water quality, water supply, or stormwater control are expected
under the proposed action because all necessary mitigation measures would be incorporated
into the construction procedures for the proposed Plank Road relocation and implementation
of the RSA improvement.

5.1.16  Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects

The present proposed project is a continuation of evaluating potential environmental impacts
of implementing ongoing improvement activities at the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport as
outlined in the current Baton Rouge Metropolitan Master Plan. Since 2004, the Airport has
systematically made improvements in accordance with FAA standards. The purpose of the
current project is to introduce needed changes that will reduce safety risks to airport
operations.

The proposed project will require a committed amount of resources, time, and funding.
Beneficially, the proposed project will provide much needed improvements to the Baton
Rouge Metropolitan Airport. If implemented, the Airport will benefit from increased safety,
enhanced productivity, and extended life span of the facility. The traveling public will also
benefit from the proposed improvements.

All proposed project alternatives will create minor short-terms impacts to water resources,
land use, and societal concerns. These impacts will be due to construction activities and,
will be offset by best management practices observed during the construction phase of the
project. The most significant impact will be the disturbance of approximately 1.7 acres of
wetlands. However, this will be offset by mitigation.

The build alternatives will relocate a portion of Plank Road and provide grade separation
eliminating the need for two traditional intersections, which will result in several important
benefits. Traffic congestion, traffic flow, and available land will be direct benefits. Available
land to build for redevelopment should provide incentives in new development as the area is
made more accessible and attractive to businesses and residents. New development will
result in potential increased economic opportunities for employers and employees. Improved
opportunities of households to take advantage of relocation opportunities should also result
in increased property availability, property values, and improvement community cohesion.
Before, where the area was economically stagnant, any of the build alternatives will present
new opportunities for strong economic growth opportunities to employers and households,
which will benefit local populations and economy.
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5. Agency and Public
Involvement

5.1 Public Involvement and Agency Coordination Approach and
Process

The Environmental Assessment (EA) coordination process described in this chapter provided
interested agencies and the public the opportunity to comment on the potential effects of the
construction and operation of the Proposed Action.

As the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
Order 1050.1F require, a public involvement process was conducted. This process provided
the opportunity for public and agency input regarding the Proposed Action analyzed in this
EA. The public and agency involvement process was initiated to:

. Provide information about the Proposed Action’s purpose and need and the
alternatives the EA discusses.

. Obtain feedback about the above information from the public and agencies interested
in and affected by the Proposed Action (i.e., interested parties).

« Inform those interested that the EA will provide a full and fair discussion of project
related environmental effects.

. Provide timely public notices to the interested parties so that they may submit
comments and participate in public open meetings concerning the Proposed Action.

« Record comments received from interested parties.

6.1.1 Informational Meeting/Hearing

In order to meet the requirements for meaningful public involvement by minority and low-
income populations, an early outreach program was initiated for the project. This included
meetings with local public officials and an open house meeting where members of the
affected area were invited to participate in a casual review form. The open house information
is included in Appendix G: Agency and Public Involvement. Another open house will be
held after the publication of the Draft Environmental Assessment where additional public
comments will be gathered.
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6.1.2 Other Agency/Public Involvement

During the Section 404/Section 10 permitting process, additional public input will be solicited
during the Public Notice portion of the process. Public notice will be solicited by both the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality,
Water Quality Certification process.
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6.1.3 Distribution of Draft EA

BTR will publish a notice of availability for the Draft EA in The Advocate. As Table 6.2 shows,
the Draft EA will be available for a 30-day Public review (30-days after the notice of availability
advertisement) at BTR’s administrative office during normal business hours, on the Airport’s
website (www.flybtr.com), and at two local libraries.

Table 6.1: Draft EA Available Locations

LOCATION NAME ADDRESS
Baton Rouge Metropolitan 9430 Jackie Cochran Dr.
Airport Administrative Office Suite 300
(hardcopy Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Baton Rouge Metropolitan

. : : flybtr.
Airport Website (electronic www.flybtr.com
copy)
East Baton Rouge Parish 7711 Goodwood Blvd
Library Central Library Baton Rouge, LA 70806

7373 Scenic Highway
Scotlandville Branch Library Baton Rouge, LA 70807

Source: Kutchins & Groh, 2022

Electronic copies will be provided to agencies who have requested a copy of the Draft EA for
review. Agencies and the public will be provided the opportunity for an agency meeting and
public open house during the 30-day Draft EA review period. Agency and public comments
on this Draft EA will be addressed, as appropriate, in the Final EA.

6.1.4 Final EA

The Final EA will be made available at the Airport’'s administrative office and on the Airport’s
website.
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6. List of Preparers

6.1 Lead Agency

The FAA is the lead agency for the preparation of this EA. Responsibility for review and
approval of this EA rests with the FAA. The following FAA staff members were involved in
the preparation of this EA:

Tim Tandy, Environmental Protection Specialist

6.2 Principal Preparers

Responsibility for preparation of this EA rests with the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport
Commission. Listed below are the persons responsible for the preparation of this EA.

7.21 Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport Commission
Mike Edwards, Director of Aviation
7.2.2 Kutchins & Groh

Bradley C. Kutchins, P.E. B.S., Civil Engineering. 33 years of experience. Responsible for
contractual oversight of the EA preparation and client coordination.

7.2.3 Compliance Consultants

Mary M. Field, P.E. BS Civil Engineering, MS Environmental Engineering. 37 years
experience. Responsible for project management and EA preparation.

Stephen D, Field, P.E. BS, MS, PhD. Environmental Engineering. 44 years experience.
Responsible for noise analysis and air quality oversight.

Ashley Leggitt, DVM. Nine years’ experience. Responsible for biological resources and
wetlands evaluation.
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Jason Field, P.E. BS Civil Engineering, MBA. 15 years’ experience. Responsible for
floodplain analysis, drainage and hydraulic impacts, noise model.

Dixie Gregory, BS, Business Management/Psychology. 32 years experience. Responsible
for document research and technical writing/preparation.

7.2.4 GoTech

Rhaoul A. Guillaume, Sr., P.E., F.ASCE B.S., Civil Engineer, 50 years of experience.
Responsible for oversight / coordination and meeting attendance.

7.2.5 W.D. Schock Company

Leigh Lasley, President and CEO. 29 years experience. Responsible for contractual
oversight of the EA preparation and client coordination.

Cindy (Boudreaux) Kelly, Assistant Project Manager. 24 years experience. Responsible for
research.

Michael DeFelice, over 30 years experience, MAI, SRA, Real Estate Appraiser & Analyst
7.2.6 Newhouse and Associates, LLC

Monica R. Newhouse, B.S. Aerospace, M.B.A. Information Decision Sciences. 26 years of
experience. Responsible for overall document preparation and technical writing.
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