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AM Bible Study, Wednesday, July 31, 2024
Lesson Title: Social Justice and Spiritual Bible Study on James 1
Earnest Salsberry, Jr. B.A., M.Div. - Pastor of Worship

Introduction

The book of James is a powerful text that addresses many social justice issues, such as
economic inequality, favoritism, and the need for authentic faith demonstrated through
action. James 1 lays the foundation for understanding how true religion involves caring for
those in need and addressing systemic injustices. This study will explore how James
challenges us to live out our faith by advocating for social justice and embodying Christ-like
compassion.

Lesson Objectives

1. Understand the social justice themes present in James 1.

2. Reflect on the relationship between faith, action, and justice.

3. Identify practical ways to address social injustices in your community.

4. Discuss the importance of caring for marginalized and oppressed individuals.

Scripture Reading: James 1:1-27
Key Themes and Discussion

Theme 1: Trials and Economic Inequality (James 1:1-12)

Verses 1-4: Trials as Opportunities for Growth

James 1:2-4 (NIV):"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything."

**Discussion Points: **
Q1: Why does James consider trials as opportunities for joy and growth?

Q2: How can trials lead us to become more mature and complete in our faith?

Social Justice Connection:

Reflection: Consider how economic challenges and social injustices serve as trials for
individuals and communities. How might these situations test our faith and require
perseverance?
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Application:
In what ways can the church support those facing economic hardships and social injustices?
How can believers advocate for systemic changes that address the root causes of these trials?

Key Point:
Trials can be catalysts for spiritual and communal growth, pushing us towards maturity and
highlighting areas in society that need reform and compassion.

Wisdom for Social Justice Verses 5-8:

Text:

James 1:5-8 (NIV) "If any of you lack wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and
not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the
wind."

Discussion Points:
Seeking Wisdom:
Q1: How does asking for wisdom relate to addressing social issues?

Q2: Why is it important to have faith and not doubt when seeking God's guidance?
Social Justice Connection:
Reflection: Consider the complexities of social justice issues. How can divine wisdom guide

us in making decisions that promote justice and equality?

Application: In what ways can we incorporate prayer and discernment when tackling issues
of injustice and inequality in our communities?

Key Point:
Divine wisdom is essential for effectively addressing social injustices. Believers are called to

seek God's guidance to enact meaningful and compassionate change.

Verses 9-12: Economic Inequality and True Wealth
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James 1:9-12 (NIV):

"Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. But the rich
should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wildflower. For the
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls, and its beauty is
destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business.
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him."

Discussion Points:
Economic Disparity:
Q1: How does James view the relationship between wealth and humility?

Q2: Why are those in humble circumstances considered to have a high position?

Social Justice Connection:

Reflection: Discuss how wealth can lead to social inequality and oppression. How does this
passage challenge our view of wealth and success?

Application: What are practical ways the church can address economic inequality and
support those in humble circumstances?

Key Point:
Earthly wealth is temporary and can lead to inequality. True value is found in spiritual
perseverance and integrity, not material possessions.

Theme 1: Trials and Perseverance (James 1:1-12)
Verses 2-4: The Joy of Trials
Discussion Questions:
Why does James say we should consider trials "pure joy"?
How can trials lead to spiritual maturity?
Key Point: Trials test our faith, leading to perseverance and maturity. They are
opportunities for growth.

Verses 5-8: Seeking Wisdom

Discussion Questions:

How should we ask for wisdom, and what is God's promise when we ask?
What does it mean to be "double-minded?”
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Key Point: Wisdom from God is necessary to navigate trials. We must ask in faith, not
doubting His generosity.
Verses 9-12: The Temporary Nature of Riches**

Discussion Questions:**
What is the relationship between wealth and trials?
How does James encourage both the rich and the poor?

Key Point: Earthly status is temporary. True wealth is found in enduring trials with
faith, leading to eternal rewards.

Theme 2: Temptation, Sin, and Justice (James 1:13-18)
Verses 13-15: The Origin of Temptation™**

James 1:13-15 (NIV):

"When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away
by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death."

Discussion Points:

Source of Temptation:
Q1: Where does temptation originate, according to James?

Q2: How does unchecked desire lead to sin and ultimately to death?

Social Justice Connection:
Reflection: How might selfish desires contribute to systemic injustices and social problems?

Application: Discuss ways to combat personal and societal temptations that lead to injustice,
such as greed, prejudice, and corruption.

Key Point:
Understanding the root of temptation helps us address personal and societal sins that
perpetuate injustice. Change begins with recognizing and resisting desires that harm others.



