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6:30 p.m. Bible Study Wednesday, October 16, 2024

Earnest Salsberry, Jr. M.Div, Pastor of Worship

Bible Study Lesson: “A New Song: Embracing Worship in Spirit, Truth, and Culture.”
Does It Really Take All of That?

Scripture Focus:

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and Truth;
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
Spirit and Truth.” John 4:23-24

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise His name; proclaim

His salvation day after day. Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all
peoples.” Psalm 96.1-3

“Praise Him with the timbrel and dance, praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! Praise Him with

loud cymbals; praise Him with clashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. ” Psalm
150

Lesson Outline:

1. The Power of Worship in Black Church Tradition
« Historical Significance of Worship
Worship in the Black church has always been more than just a ritual—it is a powerful expression of
faith, resilience, and hope. From the spirituals sung by enslaved Africans to the gospel music that has
carried generations through the Civil Rights Movement, music and worship have been central to our
story. It is a response to God’s deliverance, justice, and love.

* Cultural Elements of Worship

Traditional elements like call-and-response, lively participation, gospel music, and vibrant prayer are
expressions that connect us to our roots. They reflect the soul of the Black church and our unique way
of encountering God’s presence.

2. Worshiping in Spirit and Truth (John 4:23-24)
» A Heart-First Approach

Jesus teaches that true worship is not limited to specific forms or locations but is about worshiping
from the heart—in Spirit and in Truth. This means that our worship must be authentic, personal, and
rooted in the truth of God’s Word, regardless of the style.
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Breaking Out of Boundaries

While we honor our heritage, worshiping in Spirit and Truth calls us to be open to new ways of expressing
our praise to God. New worship styles can provide fresh opportunities to encounter God, moving beyond
what is familiar into new spaces of freedom.

Discussion Question:
What does it mean for you to worship God “in Spirit and in Truth”?

3. Singing a New Song (Psalm 96:1-3)
* The Call to Innovation in Worship
Psalm 96 calls us to “sing a new song” to the Lord, a reminder that worship is not static—it is alive
and evolving. New songs, new rhythms, and new styles can keep our worship vibrant, relevant, and
reflective of the times we are living in. Just as God is always doing new things (Isaiah 43:19), our
worship should reflect the movement of His Spirit in the present.

4. The Role of Music and Dance in Worship (Psalm 150:4-6)
» Music and Movement as Expressions of Praise
Psalm 150 encourages praising God with instruments, dance, and exuberance. Music and physical
expressions like clapping, dancing, and swaying have long been powerful ways the Black church
connects with God in worship. As we embrace new musical styles (e.g., contemporary gospel,
Christian hip-hop, or praise and worship music), these expressions can still reflect our deep spiritual
heritage.

* Incorporating New Sounds
Contemporary worship styles often include more modern instrumentation (electric guitars, synths,
etc.) and rhythms. These new sounds can complement traditional gospel sounds and invite more people
into worship. The goal is to create a worship atmosphere that brings people into the presence of God,
whether through traditional or contemporary expressions.

Key Takeaway

1. Worship is a Living Expression: Worship is dynamic, always moving forward. We honor God by
keeping our hearts open to new ways of glorifying Him while cherishing the rich traditions we come
from.

2. Unity in Diversity: The Black church has a history of creating sacred spaces that speak to both the
soul and the culture. Incorporating new worship styles can foster greater unity across generations and
backgrounds, making worship accessible to all.

3. Cultural Relevance and Authenticity: As we explore new forms of worship, it is crucial that our
praise remains culturally and spiritually relevant, grounded in truth, and authentically expressive of
who we are.



