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Understanding Moses as a Problem Solver 
Moses was born at a time when Pharaoh had ordered the death of all Hebrew male infants, yet he was 
saved by Pharaoh’s daughter and raised in the Egyptian royal family (Exodus 2). Years later, God called him 
to lead the Israelites out of slavery. Moses faced many challenges, including Pharaoh’s resistance and the 
Israelites’ constant complaints. Despite these obstacles, Moses remained faithful, trusting in God’s power 
to deliver His people. From the plagues in Egypt to the parting of the Red Sea and providing water in the 
wilderness, Moses sought God’s guidance and responded with patience, even when the people doubted 
and rebelled. 

 

 
Scripture Focus: 
• Exodus 3:1-10 – God calls Moses at the burning bush to lead the Israelites out of slavery. 
• Exodus 14:10-31 – Moses leads the people across the Red Sea, trusting God despite their complaints 

and fears. 
• Exodus 17:1-7 – Moses brings water from a rock after the people grumble against him. 

Summary of Key Events: 
• Calling and Reluctance: Moses hesitated when God called him, feeling unqualified. He overcame 

these doubts by relying on God’s assurance. 
• Red Sea Miracle: Despite fear and panic from the Israelites, Moses trusted God to make a way when 

the Egyptian army was closing in. His calm leadership and faith in God’s plan made him an effective 
problem solver. 

• Providing Water: When faced with the people’s complaints, Moses sought God’s guidance instead of 
reacting out of frustration, showing the value of seeking solutions through prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Focus Issue: Navigating Conflict with Constructive Problem-Solving 
The story of Moses offers valuable insights into addressing conflicts constructively, especially in situations 
involving resistance, complaints, and challenging personalities. For adults, Moses’ example speaks to the 
everyday issues we face in workplaces, family dynamics, and community settings where tensions can easily 
arise. Here are some ways his story provides a framework for handling modern challenges effectively: 

1. Workplace Conflicts and Team Challenges 
o Example from Moses’ Life: In Exodus 17, the Israelites demand water, questioning Moses’ leadership 

and purpose. Moses remains calm, prays for guidance, and responds with a solution that resolves the 
immediate need. 

o Application: In the workplace, conflicts over projects, decisions, or leadership can lead to tension and 
unproductive environments. Moses’ approach shows the value of taking a step back, understanding 
the needs of others, and responding thoughtfully. Staying calm under pressure can help diffuse tense 
situations and foster respect and unity within a team. 

2. Family Dynamics and Communication 
o Lesson from Moses’ Example: Moses dealt with a “family” of sorts in the Israelites—a group of people 

who relied on him, sometimes argued with him, and often expressed fear or frustration. Moses 
repeatedly modeled patience, listening, and forgiveness. 

o Application: In family relationships, especially during disagreements or times of stress, it is easy for 
communication to break down. Moses’ patience reminds us to listen first, seek understanding, and 
prioritize unity over personal pride. This approach can lead to more open, empathetic family 
interactions and conflict resolution. 

3. Community or Social Group Leadership 
o Example from Moses’ Life: As a leader, Moses remained faithful even when criticized by the people 

he was helping. His focus was always on God’s purpose, not on winning favor or popularity. This 
helped him stay committed to solutions that benefited everyone. 

o Application: In community organizations, churches, or volunteer settings, maintaining focus on 
shared goals while managing differing opinions can be challenging. Moses shows us the importance 
of leading with purpose, humility, and commitment to the good of the group, rather than getting 
sidetracked by personal frustrations. This builds trust and encourages others to work toward common 
solutions. 

Reflection 
Each of these examples highlights how Moses’ reliance on God, his patience, and his commitment to 
problem-solving can guide us in modern issues. His story encourages us to act with integrity and seek 
peace even in challenging circumstances, making us better leaders, colleagues, and family members. 

 
 

 


