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First Sunday of Advent

Worshipping God; Caring for others; Growing in Christ.
(Romans 12:1; Galatians 5:14; Ephesians 4:15)

The Reverend Dr. Bryan Owen, Rector
Mission Statement:
“We are a community committed to caring for one another,
to spiritual growth, and to bringing others closer
to God through Jesus Christ.”
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MINISTRY OF THE WORD FROM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I
Prelude
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing.

The Great Litany
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S-67

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins
People His mercy endureth for ever.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
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Collect for the First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of
darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
First Lesson

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
"The Lord is our righteousness."
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9
Antiphon

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
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2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their
schemes.
Antiphon
3 Show me your ways, O LORD, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long. Antiphon
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
Antiphon

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
Antiphon

Second Lesson

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the
joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and day
we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
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in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

All stand and remain standing for the Gospel.
The following is sung by the Congregation.

Sequence Hymn

Hymn No. 56

O come, O come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Refrain
Gospel
Deacon
People

Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
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Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring
of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a
cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin
to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon

Fr. Bryan Owen

All stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
When the Great Litany is used, there are no Prayers of the People or Confession of
Sin in the service.
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The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another by a simple gesture or a bow.

Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem
“Sleepers, wake! A voice astounds us”

Bach

Eucharist Prayer I

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty, everlasting God.
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Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other
occasions as appointed.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore
praising thee, and saying,
Celebrant and People

Sanctus
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The people kneel or stand.
Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for
that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for
the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a
hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon
the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me."
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is
my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,
in remembrance of me."
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy
humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine
Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee,
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by
the same.
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear
us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify,
with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of
bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son
our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his
death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body
and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly
beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits
of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves,
our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice
unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who
shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive
the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be
filled
with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body
with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to
offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this
our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
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The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant and People

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
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Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Receiving Holy Communion - All baptized Christians are welcome to
receive Communion in The Episcopal Church.
•
•
•

Please use hand sanitizer before receiving Communion.
The bread will be given by hand and can be consumed at the time of
reception. The common cup will not be shared.
We will not use the altar rail, but will instead line up in single file to
receive the bread.

The following is sung by the Congregation.

Communion Hymn
Watchman, tell us of the night

Watchman, tell us of the night,
what its signs of promise are.
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height,
see that glory-beaming star.
Watchman, does its beauteous ray
aught of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
promised day of Israel.
Watchman, tell us of the night;
higher yet that star ascends.
Traveler, blessedness and light,
peace and truth its course portends.
Watchman, will its beams alone
gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;
see, it bursts o’er all the earth.
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Hymn No. 640

Watchman, tell us of the night,
for the morning seems to dawn.
Traveler, darkness takes its flight,
doubt and terror are withdrawn.
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease;
hie thee to thy quiet home.
Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace,
lo! the Son of God is come!
Dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors
When there is a dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors, the following form is used:
The Celebrant and People say together:

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's Body and Blood. We who are many share
one bread, one cup, because we are one Body in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and people

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all
honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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Blessing
The priest blesses the people, saying

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing.

Procession Hymn
Hymn No. 58
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending,
once for our salvation slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.
Every eye shall now behold him,
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him,
pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.
Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshipers;
with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!
Yea, amen! let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:
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Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
Dismissal
A Deacon or Priest says the Dismissal
The People respond:

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS ARE
GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY
BOBBY AND KATE H. WATTS
IN MEMORY OF THEIR PARENTS,
WALTER PALMER & VELMA DAVIS HODGOOD
AND P.E. WATTS & JOYCE BRAUD WATTS
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