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MINISTRY OF THE WORD FROM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 

 

Prelude 
 

The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing. 

Processional Hymn                                            Hymn No. 59 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding 

 

 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding: 

 “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say; 

 “Cast away the works of darkness, 

 O ye children of the day.” 

   

 Wakened by the solemn warning, 

 from earth’s bondage let us rise; 

 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 

 shines upon the morning skies. 

   

 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

 comes with pardon down from heaven; 

 let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

 one and all to be forgiven; 

   

 so when next he comes with glory, 

 and the world is wrapped in fear, 

 may he with his mercy shield us, 

 and with words of love draw near. 

   

 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 

 to the Father and the Son, 

 with the everlasting Spirit 

 while unending ages run. 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins 

People His mercy endureth for ever. 

 
The Celebrant may read a Sentence of Scripture. 

 
The Deacon or Celebrant then says 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

 
Silence may be kept 

 

Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, 

and walk in thy ways, 

to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and 

remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to 

preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give 

us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we 

may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.  

 

First Lesson                                                       Malachi 3:1-4 

 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he 

is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day 

of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants 

of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Ju-
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dah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days 

of old and as in former years. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 16: 

 

A Canticle is a passage of text from the Bible that has been set 

to music. Canticle texts are similar to psalms except that they 

are found in other books of the Bible. Today’s Canticle is 

called “The Song of Zechariah”.  

 

The text is located at Luke 1:68-79.  
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Second Lesson                                                Philippians 1:3-11 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 

with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of 

your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am con-

fident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 

for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 

your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gos-

pel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 

you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God.  
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Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand and remain standing for the Gospel.   
 

The following is sung by the Congregation. 

Sequence Hymn                                                   Hymn No. 56 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

 

 O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

 who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

 in ancient times didst give the law, 

 in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
 

  Refrain 

  

 O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

 free them from Satan’s tyranny 

 that trust thy mighty power to save, 

 and give them victory o’er the grave. 

   

 Refrain 

    
Gospel                                                                      Luke 3:1-6 

 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

   according to Luke. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pon-

tius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachoni-

tis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zecha-

riah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jor-
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dan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isai-

ah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made 

low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 
   and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 

Sermon                                                            Fr. Bryan Owen 

 
All stand 

Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 
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        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People   
 
The Deacon says 
 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the 

world. 

 
After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate 

response, as directed. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught 

us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all 

men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine 

Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually  the Universal 

Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant 
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that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the 

truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers 

that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 

and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacra-

ments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to 

this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due 

reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serv-

ing thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear 

the authority of government in this and every land that they may 

be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and 

peace of the world. 
 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious 

hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, 

they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 

stewards of thy bounty. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, 

to comfort and succor all those who in this transitory life, are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed 

this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them con-

tinual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 

follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we 

may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 

our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  
 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another by a simple gesture or a bow. 

 

Announcements 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Anthem                                                        M. How 

“Advent Message” 

 

Eucharist Prayer I 

 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy  

Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
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Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 

occasions as appointed. 

 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore 

praising thee, and saying, 

 
  
Celebrant and People 

Sanctus   

 

The people kneel or stand. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 

thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 

suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 

by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and suffi-

cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to 

continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacri-

fice, until his coming again. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 

upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 

and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me." 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is 
my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for 

many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 

in remembrance of me." 

 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institu-

tion of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy 

humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 

Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 

the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 

remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty  

resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 

hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by 

the same. 
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; 

and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with 

thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 

and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and pas-

sion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept 

this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseech-

ing thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 

Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 

Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of 

his passion. 

 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, 

our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice 

unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who 

shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive 

the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled  

with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with 

him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 

unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our 

bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning 

our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
A period of  silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant and People  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace.  

 
Celebrant and People 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
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under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is al-

ways to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 

the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 

we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Receiving Holy Communion - All baptized Christians are welcome to 

receive Communion in The Episcopal Church.  

         

• Please use hand sanitizer before receiving Communion. 

• The bread will be given by hand and can be consumed at the time of 

 reception. The common cup will not be  shared. 

• We will not use the altar rail, but will instead line up in single file to 

 receive the bread. 
 
The following is sung by the Congregation. 
Communion Hymn                                                  Hymn No. 67 

Comfort, comfort ye my people 

  

 Comfort, comfort ye my people, 

 speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

 comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

 Speak ye to Jerusalem 

 of the peace that waits for them; 

 tell her that her sins I cover, 

 and her warfare now is over. 

  

 Hark, the voice of one that crieth 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to new repentance 

 since the kingdom now is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 
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 Now prepare for God a way; 

 let the valleys rise to meet him 

 and the hills bow down to greet him. 

   

 Make ye straight what long was crooked, 

 make the rougher places plain; 

 let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits his holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that the word is never broken. 

 

Dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

When there is a dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors, the following form is used: 
 
 The Celebrant and People say together:  
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these 

holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 

Communion of Christ's Body and Blood.  We who are many share 

one bread, one cup, because we are one Body in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and people 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 

thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness to-

wards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mysti-

cal body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 

are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
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humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 

grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 

good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all  

honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing.  

Procession Hymn                                                    Hymn No. 76 

                   On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  

 

 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

 announces that the Lord is nigh; 

 awake and hearken, for he brings 

 glad tidings of the King of kings. 

   

 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

 make straight the way for God within, 

 and let each heart prepare a home 

 where such a mighty guest may come. 
   

 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

 our refuge, and our great reward; 

 without thy grace we waste away 

 like flowers that wither and decay. 

   

 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 

 and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

 shine forth, and let thy light restore 

 earth’s own true loveliness once more.   
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 All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

 whose advent doth thy people free; 

 whom with the Father we adore 

 and Holy Spirit evermore. 

   

Dismissal 

                

A Deacon or Priest says the Dismissal      

The People respond:         Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude     
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