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MINISTRY OF THE WORD FROM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 
 
Prelude 
 
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing. 

Opening Hymn                                                Hymn No. 545 
 

Lo! what a cloud of witnesses 

 
Lo! what a cloud of witnesses 

encompass us around! 

They, once like us with suffering tried, 

are now with glory crowned. 

  

Let us, with zeal like theirs inspired, 

strive in the Christian race; 

and, freed from every weight of sin, 

their holy footsteps trace. 

  

Behold a Witness nobler still, 

who trod affliction’s path: 

Jesus, the author, finisher, 

rewarder of our faith. 

  

He, for the joy before him set, 

and moved by pitying love, 

endured the cross, despised the shame, 

and now he reigns above. 

  

Thither, forgetting things behind, 

press we to God’s right hand; 

there, with the Savior and his saints, 

triumphantly to stand. 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant continues 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets.  

 
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing. 
Gloria                                                                             Smith 
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  The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Collect for Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think and do 

always such things as are right, that we, who cannot exist with-

out thee, may by thee be enabled to live according to thy will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

First Lesson                                                     Genesis 15:1-6 

 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, 

for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, 

and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the 

word of the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your 

heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir." He 

brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count 

the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, 

"So shall your descendants be." And he believed the Lord; and 

the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 33:12-22 

 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! * 

happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 
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13 The LORD looks down from heaven, * 

and beholds all the people in the world. 

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze * 

on all who dwell on the earth. 

15 He fashions all the hearts of them * 

and understands all their works. 

16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; * 

a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 

17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; * 

for all its strength it cannot save. 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear 

him, * 

on those who wait upon his love, 

19 To pluck their lives from death, * 

and to feed them in time of famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; * 

he is our help and our shield. 

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * 

for in his holy Name we put our trust. 

    22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, * 

   as we have put our trust in you. 

 

Second Lesson                                           Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 

By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the 

word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are 

not visible. 
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not know-

ing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he 

had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac 

and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he 

looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, 

even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- be-

cause he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore 

from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were 

born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 

grains of sand by the seashore." 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 

from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that 

they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If 

they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 

would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for 

them. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand and remain standing for the Gospel.  
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The following is sung by the Congregation. 

Sequence Hymn                                             Hymn No. 312 

 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands 

 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands 

that holy things have taken; 

let ears that now have heard thy songs 

to clamor never waken. 

 

Lord, may the tongues which ‘Holy’ sang, 

keep free from all deceiving; 

the eyes which saw thy love be bright, 

thy blessed hope perceiving. 

 

The feet that tread thy hallowed courts  
from light do thou not banish; 

the bodies by thy Body fed  

with thy new life replenish. 

 

Gospel                                                                   Luke 12:32-40 

 

Deacon or Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

   according to Luke. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  

 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 

your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 

wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, 
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so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 

and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds 

alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and 

have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If 

he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 

them so, blessed are those slaves. 

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 

broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is com-

ing at an unexpected hour." 

 

Deacon or Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 

Sermon                                                           Fr. Bryan Owen  

 
All stand 

Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People   
 
The Deacon or Priest says 
 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the 

world. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught 

us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all 

men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine 

Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal 

Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant 

that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the 

truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
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Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers 

that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 

and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacra-

ments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to 

this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due 

reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serv-

ing thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear 

the authority of government in this and every land that they may 

be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and 

peace of the world. 

 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious 

hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they 

may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of 

thy bounty. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, 

to comfort and succor all those who in this transitory life, are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed 

this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them con-

tinual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 

follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we 

may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 

our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  

 

Silence  
 
Celebrant and People  
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, 

and walk in thy ways, 

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.  

 
The Celebrant stands and says 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 

hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with 

hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 

upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 

and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  
 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 
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Then the Ministers and People may greet one another.  

 

Announcements 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Anthem                                                      Handel 

 

Jesus, Sun of Life, My Splendor 

 

Doxology                                                     Hymn No. 380, v.3 

 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Eucharist Prayer I 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy  
Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
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Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 

occasions as appointed. 

 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 

thee, and saying, 

 
Celebrant and People 
 
Sanctus  

The people kneel or stand 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 

suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 

by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and suffi-

cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to 

continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacri-

fice, until his coming again. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 

upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 

and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated 

 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me." 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is 

my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for 

many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 

remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institu-

tion of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy 

humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 

Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 

the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in re-

membrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty res-

urrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty 

thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; 

and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with 

thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 

and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 

passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept 

this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseech-

ing thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 

Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
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Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of 

his passion. 

 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, 

our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice 

unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who 

shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive 

the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled  

with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with 

him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 

unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our 

bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning 

our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
A period of  silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 

always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 

the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 

we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

  

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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Receiving Holy Communion - All baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive Communion in the Episcopal Church. If you are not baptized, 

we invite you to come to the altar rail for a blessing, indicated by crossing 

your arms over your chest. If you'd like to receive the sacrament of Holy 

Baptism, please make an appointment with Fr. Bryan. 

 
The following is sung by the Congregation. 
Communion Hymn                                                 Hymn No. 709                                                   

 

O God of Bethel, by whose hand 

 

O God of Bethel, by whose hand 

thy people still are fed; 

who through this earthly pilgrimage 

hast all thine Israel led: 

  

Our vows, our prayers, we now present 

before thy throne of grace: 

O God of Israel, be the God 

of this succeeding race. 

  

Through each perplexing path of life 

our wandering footsteps guide; 

give us each day our daily bread, 

and raiment fit provide. 

  

O spread thy sheltering wings around, 

till all our wanderings cease, 

and at our Father’s loved abode 

our souls arrive in peace! 

  

Such blessings from thy gracious hand 

our humble prayers implore; 

and thou shalt be our covenant God 

and portion evermore. 
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When there is a dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors, the following form is used: 

 

Dismissal of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

 
 The Celebrant and People say together:  
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these 

holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 

Communion of Christ's Body and Blood.  We who are many share 

one bread, one cup, because we are one Body in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

 
Celebrant and people 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 

thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness to-

wards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mysti-

cal body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 

are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 

humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 

grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 

good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all  

honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

 

Blessing 
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The priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
The following is sung by the Congregation, all standing.  
Closing Hymn                                                       Hymn No. 636 

 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 

 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

  

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

  

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

  

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

  

“The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.” 
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Dismissal 

                

A Deacon or Priest says the Dismissal      

The People respond:         Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude     
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Lay Ministers Serving Today 
 

Altar Guild: 

 Marsha Sills 

 Joan Baron 

 Lynda Bedeian 

 Jan MacNaughton 

 Susan Alligood 

 Jeanmarie Hinkle 

 Cheryl Patterson 

 

Greeter: 

 

 

Lector: 

 Jennifer Johnson 

 

LEM: 

 Owen Cope 

 

MC: 

 Jim Thompson 

 

Usher: 

 Gordon Denker 

 Blaine Ayres 

 Todd Ulmer  

 Johnnie Allphin 
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TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS ARE  

GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY  

LOREE FIELDS  

IN MEMORY OF KATHY BOWERSOX 

AND 

TOPSY CLAYTON 

IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES AND IN 

THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S HEALING GRACE 


